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banking institutions; there were many new-fangled 
notions in regard to banks. It was useless to resist 
that feeling. The experiment has been tried in 
many States; and what has been the result? In 
most of them, they have gone back to a wholesome 
banking system within the States. Those States 
that undertook entirely to exclude banks were 
flooded with the worthless trash there was in the 
country; and whenever there was any explosion 
of a bank, the interest was generally felt in those 
States where they pretended to exclude bank 
paper. 

‘he instance of California is cited to show how 
finely hard money works there. The reason I 
have favored the establishment of banking insti- 
tutions ic, that they take the community out of 
the power of note shavers and usurers. The 
capital that goes in under the influence of a bank 
charter in the States that I know anything about, 
is let under the laws of the country, instead of re- 
quiring the people to submit to whatever may be 
exacted by a note shaver who is under no restraint; 
and, as far as I know, the money let by these in- 
stitutions is let out under the legal rate of interest 
in the States wherever they exigt, generally at six 





credit. 1 ' 
te go on and receive deposits. Why are they 
selected now as depositories? It is because peo- 
ple who deposit their money there, think they 
are eminently safe; butif they are not safe to sup- 


ply $300,000 in currency, they are not safe as the || 
It depends on 


olders of $600,000 in deposit. 
their credit as much in the one case as the other. 


If we legislate against these institutions on ac- | 


count of their not beine safe as furnishing a cir- 
culating medium for this community, as a matter 
of course we cannot believe they are safer dc- 
positories for as much more money of the peo- 
ple here. If they are safe for one, they are safe 


and intended so undoubtedly, or they would not 
be accused of having violated the law and acted in 
bad faith hitherto, when they were corporations. 

This matter of credit is a delicate affair in a 
community, and I believe that the prosperity of 
this country has more depended on the associa- 
tions of the weak combining their efforts to es- 
tablish credit, than on any other one source that 
has promoted the prosperity of a rising people. 
I have no interest in this matter; I never hada 


The Senator says that they can continue | 


currency, | am willing to correct them. [ will go 
with the Senator in that. I do not believe ther 
have anything to do with banking. ‘They were 
not incorporated or associated for any such pur- 
rose. 

Mr. SLIDELL. In order that we may start 
from a common point, allow me to say that the 
Senator is now arguing on the hypotheata that 
these are incorporated companies. 

Mr. SIMMONS. No, sir. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then they are mere associ- 
ations of individuals. , 

Mr. SIMMONS. [am arguing on the hypoth- 


| esis that they have associated themselves as com- 


for the other; and this is a blow at their credit, || panies doing business, each member of the com- 


pany individually liable for every debt created, 
the same as Senators here could associate them- 
selves to carry on any business, and that there is 
no law against it: and here is a purpose to make 
a law, and upon the declaration that there is a law 
now violated. The foundation of this legislation 
is, that these people are violating the law already, 


| when, in fact, there is no law against their issu- 


ing these bills. I have no idea of letting the eor- 
oration of Georgetown, or the corporation of - 


per cent. How is it with private banks? Every 
one knows what the effect on a community is, 
that is dependent on them €or accommodations. 
Now, I appeal to the Senators from California if | 
the rates of interest have not ruled, ever.since the 


dollar of accommodation from one of these banks 
in my life, and ldo not Know any of them. [| 
am merely speaking of them, because I do not 
want an example made here to raise up another | 
storm and outcry against the credit of these insti- 


Vashington assume the privilege or prerogative 
of issuing a currency. I do not believe it right; 
but I say any man who ¢an gain a credit, or any 
| body of men who can command a credit, have a 
| right to use it in this way unless there is a law 
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existence of that State, fourfold what they were 
in the States on this side of the Mississippi? It 
is so everywhere. 

The Senator from Louisiana, in his report, has 
undertaken to make out that you might curtail 
this branch of the profitable employment of the 
banking capital here in the way of circulation, 
without taking away much from this capital. I 
agree itis a small matter. The banking capital 
of this District is only about a million doHars; 
and he says they have a circulation of $260,000, 
and they must have one third in specie; and he 


makes it out that it would curtail the accommoda- | 
tions of the people here to the extent of $170,000. 


The fact disclosed in this report is, that the bank 
capital of this city is about a million, and the bank 
accommodations about two million, deducting 
specie. Take all their investments in real estate, 
in permanent stocks, and their loans on current 
paper, and they amount altogether, with their 
specie, to $2,300,000. The specie is about three 
hundred thousand dollars, leaving $2,000,000 em- 
ployed in the common purposes of business with 


$1,000,000 capital; and the purpose of this bill, || 
undoubtedly, is to destroy the profitable employ- | 


ment of this capital in these associations, and 
make them divide it out. 
ator from Louisiana insists ought to have been 
done sixteen yearsago. Suppose you divide this 
capital out. I have seen what there weuld be to 


divide out, provided all the securities were paid, | 


and it is about eight hundred thousand dollars 
that would go to the community in the shape of 





| lation of that kind there. 





That is what the Sen- | 


tutions throughout the land. They are surrounded 


with banking institutions all around them that | 


circulate small notes that the other Senator from 
Louisiana called trash, which he said he got as 
he came north. 

+ The Senator from Delaware was commending 
this bill as an example worthy to be set by the 
Government of the United States, and yet he said 
his own State had banks that issued dollar bills. 
I am told that a bill below five dollars has not 
been issued by any institution in this city for 
more than forty years. The Senator from Lou- 
isiana was telling the Senator from Virginia how 
finely they got along 
lar notes. I suppose in thirty or forty years after 
this experiment was tried here, they had a cireu- 
There has been no 
note issued here for forty years of less than five 
dollars. 


Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator from Rhode | 


Island is under a gross misapprehension as regards 
the facts. 


but it certainly had two or three or four years 
ago, unrestricted in any way; and that same cor- 
poration now has the power, according to the 
construction which has been given to the law on 
the subject, of issuing notes of any denomination 
to any extent, and has exercised that privilege, 
as I said before, very recently. 
seen its notes within the last two or three years. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I was speaking of this city. 


in Louisiana with five-dol- | 


I think I have | 


against it, and I say associations of this kind, mm 
my deliberate judgment, are valuable to the com- 
munity; their credit is valuable to them, and is 
valuable to the community; and when they have 
conducted themselves in a form to acquire that 
credit for fifty years, when there is not a complaint 


| from a citizen within the whole compass of the 


District, that ever I have heard of, that they have 
ever ill-used this power, I say it is assuming a high 
authority here, without being asked from any 
quarter, to go on with these party dogmas and 
undertake to inflict an injury on the business of 
the people. 

If there were a law, 1 would be for the enforee- 
ment of it; Tam a law and order man; but I have 
no idea of taking these banks up, at atime when 
the whole community were groaning under a 
debt that it was impossible to relieve themselves 
from, and seizing chine occasion to expose them, 


and to pass laws for their punishment. This in- 


_ quiry was started when these banks were sus~ 
The corporation of Georgetown, even || 
at this day—perhaps | may be wrong in assert- | 
ing that to-day it has a circulation of small notes, | 


pended two years ago, and they ought to have 
suspended before, instead of holding on as long 
as they did, grinding the people as they did, 
throughout this country. The occasions, when 
all the banking institutions are obliged to succumb 
toa storm, are always seized upon by the ene- 
mies of credit to fasten on them some imputation 
of impropricty; whereas in all the cases of that 
kind that I have known in my life, the banks sus- 
tained their credit too long at the expense of the 
community they were formed to support. It is 
invariably the case; but it is perfectly natural. 


private property. The rest is invested; and upon 
that $800,000 the public are now accommodated 
with a loan line of more than sixteen hundred 


I was told by a gentleman who was an officer of 
| a bank here, that there had not been a note under 


Who ever expected the creditor class to want to 
make the medium of payment too cheap? It is 


thousand dollars—more than double. You curtail 
their accommodations to the amout of $800,000 in 
this small city; for this money is to go into pri- 
vate hands in lieu of being used in this associated 
form of capital. That is a matter of demonstra- 
tion. The effect wpon this small community of 
withdrawing $800,000 of accommodation—one 
half they now have—will be very seriously felt. 
They will have to resort for that accommodation 
to the private bankers of the city, or private money 
lenders. In the first place, they will have to resort 
to them for the $800,000 that will be paid out of 


these institutions; and for the balance they will |! 
have to go to some private banker if they get as | 


much accommodation as they do now, to make a 
new credit, and at an exorbitant rate of interest 
in my judgment. 

These institutions have been going on here, 
one of them for fifty years; they have so con- 
ducted their affairs as to obtain a high degree of 
credit; and the effeet of this bill is to destroy that 
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five dollars issued by the banks of this city for 
forty years. That was the remark I made. 

Mr. SLIDELL. That is another matter. 

Mr. SIMMONS. As to the corporation of 
Georgetown, I do not know of such a bank. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
Perhaps the gentleman likes that sort of circula- 
tion. 
sort of restriction. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
banking institutions. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 


I supposed this related to 


government of Georgetown and the city govern- 
ment of Washington, 
Mr. SIMMONS. 


The city of Georgetown. | 


t may be put out to-morrow, without any | 


If the Senator from Rhode 

Island will take the pains to read the bill—I think | 
he has not read it, and, although he has com- | 
mented on the report, I do not think he has read | 
| that: or, if he has read it, he does not understand 
it—he will see that it applies to all persons and | 
associations of every sort. It comprises the city | 





the instinct of nature, when other people owe 
them, even to force a pretty hard time to have 
the debt paid. They want the rate of interest 
pretty high. The great danger is in the other 
directicr , that they will press the community be- 
— reason and exact more than they can possig, 
ily perform. I would guard against that in legis- 
lating for these institutions, that they should not 
exact exorbitant interest, and they should not, 
under the pretense of taking exchange, raise their 
rates of interest. That isthe legislation the State 
of Rhode Island has had in reference to banks. 
We take care that they shall let their money hon- 
estly, at the legal rates, without any prevarica- 
tion or any out-of-the-way method to increase 
those rates,and we make them public institutions 
for the very purpose of putting them under the 
public suvervision, They are public institutions, 
performing a great function of public duty, and 
therefore to be inspected by the public officers of 


If the city governments of || the State, and kept within bounds; and that is 


Washington and Georgetown are issuing bills as || the true system of banking. 
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Lagree that the system here is not near as good | 
as it would be if you incorporated these banks | 
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and made them po institutions for the very || 


purpose of supplying the community with ac- 
commodation and currency, and then visited them 
by your proper officer to see that their notes were 
secure, and that they rested on the proper basis 
of specie. That would be the resolution I should 
offer, if the report was up, instead of the resolu- | 
tion which the committee has recommended, that 
it is inexpedient to grant any acts of incorporation; 
but that is notup, and I content myself with giving 
my observations on the bill itself. 

It is well known by every one who has studied 


this matter of currency, and the effect of the pre- || 


cious metals on the prices of labor and the pro- 
ducts of labor, that it has been a settled axiom 
among statesmen, that, as the volume of the pre- 
cious metals increases in the commercial commu- 
nities of the world, so the value of the products 
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insiitutfon should be handed over to him: | 
should like to know if, after that purchase of the I! and keep them sound. That is the true theory; 
assets of the Bank of Washington in 1844, he | 
would not have had a perfect right to put it into | 
| the hands of trustees, to be used as a banking | 


capital for his own benefit?) No one will doubt 
that; and I should like to know if the Senate has a 
right to pass an order of its own body, appointing 
a committee to go and look into the affairs of the 
Senator from Virginia, see to whom he has loaned 
money through his agent, and how good his se- 
curity is. That is what you attempted to do in 
regard to these other associations, and they are 
precisely the same in principle. The corporation 
in Georgetown, which has been created since 
these charters expired, he does not profess to 


| visit; or rather, he apologizes for having sent | 
| them a letter, and says he was mistaken as to 


of labor increases, and the wages of labor increase |! 


in consequence. That has been a rule adopted |; 


by those whotreatthis matteras ascience; and you 


will find, by looking into their writings, that after || 


the discovery of South America, when such a vast | 


influx of the precious metals went into Europe, in || 


the course of three hundred years, the volume of | 
the precious metals had increased fivefold through- 
out the commercial communities of the world, 
and the value or the prices of products had in- 
creased fivefold during the same period. How is 
it now? As we have been discovering gold in 
California and Australia, everybody can see by 
the tables that we have more than doubled the 
amount of the precious metals in the world in ten | 


years; but pe cannot perceive the slightest dif- || 


ference in the value of property, or the value of 
the products of labor, or of labor itself, in conse- | 
quence of this vast increase of the precious metals. | 
have been astonished at this fact, which is the 
greatest solecism of the age, and I can account for 
it in no other way than this: as we have been 
adding to the volume of the precious metals, we | 
have been destroying private credit at the same | 
time te about the same extent, and thus kept it 
about even. For the last quarter of a century | 
these experiments on the credit of the world have | 
been going on, and we have been reducing credit 
about as fast as we have added coin, thus para- 
lyzing altogether the usefulness of the increased | 
amountofcoin. You find here that you propose | 
to reduce the amount of accommodations of this 
city one half by striking these banking institutions 
out of existence, when there is no call for it, no 
need for it. There is about a million of banking 
capital here for a population of seventy thousand 
people. In the State of Rhode Island we have 
about twice that number of people, and we em- 
ploy in banking capital more than $20,000,000— 
twentyfold what it is here, with about double the 
population. 
trust that the Senator from Louisiana will 
consider a while before he presses this measure. 
It has been pressed upon us two or three times | 
within the past two years, and with all the atten- 
tion that has been sought to be drawn to it, it has 
not been seconded by one suggestion froma single 
individual of this city, to my knowledge. I have 
never seen any memorial, never heard of an 
complaint of abuse by these associations of their 
privileges, if they may be so called. The Sena- 
tor from Louisiana, in his report, said that he 
issued circulars to an association in Georgetown | 
that had been appointed sinct these charters ex- | 
pired, and therefore did not derive any of their 
powers from the former acts of incorporation, and 
that he was under a mistake in issuing a circular 


to them, calling on them to put themselves within || 


I should like to 


the power of his committee, 


their origin. I can see no disability that an asso- 
ciation was under that was incorporated half a 


century ago, and, at the expiration of the term of | 
| its charter, —— its property to trustees 
| legally, which would not apply to one created the 
hey are asentirely | 


_ the transfer took — 


independent of the charter as if the charter had 


never existed. The charter is dead and gone, | 


having no effect whatever, except it may be the 
provision as to notes under five dollars. This 


| institution in Georgetown—I forget its name— 


the Senator admits it would not be proper to go 
into this rigid investigation as to its affairs 


Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator excuse me 





| a moment? When this committee was appointed, 





kuow of that Senator whether there is any differ- || 


ence in point of principle between an association 
which has been formed since the acts of incorpo- 
ration expired, and an association which was in 
existence at that time? Suppose the Bank of | 
Washington had conveyed all its assets to the | 


Senator from Virginia, who spoke on this subject 


the other day, in such a manner that various Sen- || 
ators who answered him thought that, considering || 


his relations, he spoke very singularly; suppose | 
they made that transfer to a single Senator, and 
he had turned it over and put the whole property 
in trustees, as the cashier of this bank did, and 
required them to use it for his benefit; that ever 

dollar of interest that was accumulated by this 


—-z 


all the banks in this section of the country were 


in astate of suspersion—a matter exciting general | 


interest; and I entered into the subject with some 


|| degree of interest, supposing that perhaps it might 
become proper and necessary to draft a bill here || 
for the regulation of the banks in the District of |) 


Columbia, and that it might serve, in some degree, 
as a model for other institutions throughout the 
country. At the time this committee was raised, 
in common, | believe, withevery other member of 
the committee, | supposed these banks had some 
special and peculiar privileges. We believed that 
they either existed under charters granted by Con- 


gress, or claimed sotoexist. In the course of our | 


examination, however, we found that they had no 
charters, no corporate existence; that they were 
mere associations of individuals, assuming bank- 
ing power and privileges, not controlled by an 

law, and not amenable to any examination. ft 


| was under a false impression as regarded the facts, 


that those inquiries were addressed to the differ- 


ent banks. One of them stated that it had never | 


been chartered. The others replied, as became 
evident in the course of the examination, that 
whatever might have been their corporate privi- 
leges originally, and whatever their obligations 
mirht have been to submit to the examination of 
the constitutional power in the District of Colum- 
bia, that had long since ceased; and I admit that 
no committee of Congress has a right to examine 
these banks, as banks. They are beyond all ju- 
risdiction of Congress; and they can refuse, at 
pleasure, as they have refused in every instance, 
to submit to the proper examination of their affairs 
by a committee of investigation. ‘That is the state 
of the case, and there is the difficulty which the 


| committee has endeavored to remedy. 
Mr.SIMMONS. Then it turns out that all | 
this examination was wrong; that the Senate had | 


no business to appoint a committee to inquire into 
the matter at all; no more than you had a night togo 
to a private banker here and ask him to whom he 
loaned his money, at what rate of interest, and the 
kind of security he got. Every man of them is 
holden individuaily for every debt that these in- 
stitutions owe. ‘They are just as much private 


associations as if they issued notes for groceries; | 


and we have just as much power to go into a gro- 
cery store and ask whether its credit is sound. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Unquestionably; I admit that. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Yet the whole theory of this 
movement is, that these banks have not submitted 
to a proper examination, and that this bill ought 
to be passed to punish them for it. I say that the 
Congress of the United States, if they want to act 
as, in my opinion, becomes a Government, 
should do what the Senator charges the banks 
with having importuned them to do—grant them 
charters of incorporation, make them public in- 
stitutions, supply the people of this District with 


|, the ordinary facilities fur business, and reserve, 
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in the acts of incorporation, a right to visit them 


but I do not like this kind of legislation that looks 
like legislation in temper, because they have been 
forced to the necessity of resorting to these pri- 
vate acts, acts that subject the whole of each one’s 
property for the payment of every debt of the in- 
stitution. You have forced the people here to take 
on themselves burdens that were unnecessary, by 
refusing acts of incorporation to these parties; and 
I think it would be very unwise for us who are 
sent here to legislate for them, under no control 
by them, to impose on them additional burdens, 
without giving them the slightest advantage what- 
ever. They act as individuals; they have estab- 
lished an exalted credit here; and abe should we 
interfere with them in this way? 

There is a great deal said about small bills. 
The Senator from Virginia stated, as well and as 
clearly as it could be possibly stated, that if you 
destroy the circulation of these banks, asa matter 
of necessity the people here will have to take a 
poorer circulation; and the reason that the chan- 
nels of circulation are filled up here with paper 
now, is because the banks do not take it at par 
in payment of debts; and whenever there is a 
half per cent. discount on the money of a neigh- 
boring State, it always takes the circulation, and 
all the bankable money goes to pay the notes due 
to the banks; and we have anti in the principal 


| cities of our State, that it was necessary to put all 


the country money at par in order to keep our 


| city notes in circulation. We take it all alike, 


and then we get a chance to have our own cur- 
rency. It forces thenfto make the whole currency 
of the community of one value, and take it in pay- 
ment everywhere. That is what would have to 
be done here, if these banks had charters and 
should do much business in that way. 

I object entirely to the Congress of the United 
States undertaking to cripple the remaining credit 
that these institutions Sore: They are a great 
advantage to the community here; and you will 
fill the channels of circulation with bills not near 
as responsible, in my opinion; for the worst ones 


will go the furthest off to get a circulation where 


they are least known. That is the rule about 
y 


| circulating bills, at least with banks of doubtful 


credit. You increase the rate of interest, and you 
will cripple everybody here in the small business 
they are doing. 

The design of this bill can be seen. It is al- 
ways said, wheneverany attemptis made tocripple 
credit, that it is done for the benefit of men who 
are not acquainted with credit—people who go to 
market—laborers, for fear that they shall have 
something that is not worthy of credit put upon 
them as money. That has been the argument 
everywhere, that they wanted to take care of the 
poor; but the practice is that, in taking care of the 
poor and the productive classes in the commu- 
nity, they generally make the debtor classes pay 
for what accommodations they are obliged to have 
for carrying on their business. That is the result 
of it; and it inures to the benefit of money lenders 
instead of those who hire money. I never knew 
an instance in which it was undertaken to tamper 
with the currency, where the result was not to 
raise the rate of interest and put burdens on the 
producing classes, to inure to the benefit of the 
money lenders. It will be so here; and | always 
regret to see any attempt made to interfere with 
the credit of the institutions that are supplying 
the community with the means of transacting 
business, especially where there is no call for it 

It seems to me to be a strange idea to think thal 

ou relieve poor men by getting rid of one-dollaa 

ils and five-dollar bills, and having no notes 
under twenty dollars. ‘The Senator from Louis- 
iana (Mr. Bensamiy] said that he was meee 
annoyed when he received one-dollar bills in 
change fora larger note. He calls them trash, 


and wants to deal in larger figures. Now, I should 
| like to know if he would be any better judge of 


the genuineness of a twenty-dollar bill than of a 
one-dollar bill. If he took a bad one-dollar bill, 
he would only lose one dollar, but if he took a bad 
twenty-dollar bill, he would lose twenty times as 
much, It does not make anybody better ac- 


| quainted with the character or genuineness of a 


bill to have it a twenty-dollar bill instead of a one- 
dollar one. Ladmit, and if my opinion was worth 
anything, I would say to the banks of my State, 
that the best standard for the circulation of paper 


| 
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would be to have no notes under five dollars; bu 
I do not propose to set up my opinion against the 
convenience of the community. We have one- 
dollar notes in our community, and [ have never 
heard of their being regarded as any nearer trash 
than twenty-dollar notes. Whena bank goes, 
the one-dollar notes and the twenty-dollar notes 
go alike. 
ous one-dollar note put afloat. 
erally go into the larger figures. 
I do not intend to prolong the discussion on 
that point; but there was one bill introduced about 
the same time with this during the last Congress, 
and a part of this series of measures, that struck 
me somewhat singularly. The bill to which I 
allude was introduced by the fame Senator who 


The rogues gen- 


coin a legal tender as far as twenty-five dollars. 
At that time there was a very little margin in the 
Treasury; and I am told the Secretary got down 
pretty near to the hard pan before he got his 
machinery going for him to issue paper money in 
January, 1858. The Government had not got the 
machinery going to strike off paper money, and 
they had to go to the lower till and take the silver 
change out of the box; and when they carried it 
to these banks to exchange for paper money, they 


small means, to the amount of a hundred thousand 
dollars, in one of these incorporated companies; 
and their bills will go as well as those of Stephen 
Girard, who left eight million to the public. It 

yas to get themselves out from under the yoke 
of their oppressors that the people resorted to this 


| means; and they have invariably carried the pros- 


Besides, I scarcely ever knew a spuri- | 


| army failed. 


asked them a premium for the paper money over | 


the silver change. The half dollars and quarters 
and dimes and half dimes, which the Senator in 


perity of this country on. 
This paper money thatis so much denounced is 


| what carried us through the Revolution. Without 


paper money, we should never have been an in- 
dependent nation. It carried us through the last 
war with Great Britain. The banks of this Dis- 
trict loaned their whole capital to the Government 
during the war of 1812, from patriotic motives. 


|! The troops could not have been paid off without 
presented this bill; and it proposed to make silver | 


the aid of these banks. I have never known a se- 


rious war carried on in the world that was not car- | 
ried on upon credit. Kossuth said that he would | 


have got the independence of Hungary if his print- 
ing press had not given out: he could not strike 
off any more bills, and that was the reason his 
You will find that in all great con- 
tests for liberty, paper money credit has been the 
basis on which they have been conducted. You 
cannot, ina young country like this, expectto have 
money to carry on the business that we are con- 
ducting if you resort to the notion of hard money 


| andnocredit. I think the Government ofthe United 
States, instead of setting such an example in this | 


one of his bills proposed to make a legal tender | 


as high as twenty-five dollars, were about six or 


honest dollar. They were very properly reduced 
in value. 
there was a great dearth of change, and Congress 


Silver coin went out of the country; | 


concluded to debase the currency in order to keep || 


it in circulation. That being the case, it was even 


below paper roger that would not pay specie; | 
ered a bill tocarry the amount || 


and the Senator o 
for which silver change should be a legal tender 
up to twenty-five dollars, so as to pay the small 
folks—the poor men about whom he is so solici- 


tous—in a debased coin—a depreciated currency. | 


This is about the general plan when an interfer- 
ence is made with the currency. 
change is good enough for the purposes for which 
it was created; and f believe it is now pretty near 


dollar. | do not mean, however, to say anything 


about that bill, for it has not been brought up at | 


this session. 


Any interference by this Government with the | 


local affairs and business relations of a commu- 
nity of seventy thousand people like this, is, in 
my judgment, very unwise, unless they call for it. 
if the people of this Distriet, any portion of them, 
wanted us to legislate for their benefit, no one 
would be more ready to do it than I would. I 


should like to accommodate them. I would very | 


much prefer that their banks should be incorpor- 
ated to carry on this business; but as they are all 
satisfied, | trust Congress will not diminish their 


accommodations one half, which will necessarily | 


be done if this legislation is pursued in this spirit. 
Ican demonstrate to the Senator from Louisiana, 
that the accommodations and facilities rendered 
to the business portion of this community, if the 


money now invested in these associations is di- | 


vided out, cannot be equal to one half what it 
now is. 

If this is to be an example to the country, and 
to be forced on the States by virtue of our trying 
it first, I protest against it, so far as my State is 
oumeeruels I do not want any of this tinkering 
with our currency. I do not want fhis to be an 
example for us. Take any State in this Union 
where they have undertaken to exclude sound 
paper, and to deal in gold and silver alone, and 
you will find that the rate of interest has gone up 
at least one half. In the first place, people do not 
want a currency of pure gold and silver, and you 
have to force iton them. They would rather have 


bills; they are a great deal more convenient. The | 
only business I ever did with these banks was that | 


when I was paid off in gold, I would take it there 
and deposit it, and take out bills for it, which I 
put in my trunk, and I never lock it. I do not 
want to lug around in gold or silver even what 
little money I carry. I would rather carry it in 
paper. It is convenient to traders here. I could 
illustrate, if it was necessary, how the small men 
invariably have been enabled to establish a credit 


Your silver | 


2 


| 


| 
| 


little District, if there is any Senator here who | 
|| thinks he can improve the condition of his own 
seven per cent. less valuable than the old-fashioned | 


country by going home and bggaking up the banks, 
let him try it there, and my word for it, he will 
never be returned to trouble the people of this Dis- 
trict; but these people must take what we do for 
them without redress; they cannot turn us out. 


| I know I could not get three votes in my State if 


I were to attempt such a thing there, when they 


could get at me, and I believe it would be so every- | 
where where they have had the benefit of these in- || 


stitutions. 


Mr. SLIDELL. It would be as well to perfect | 


There are two or three amendments that | 


the bill. 
were offered last week which have not been acted 
on formally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cuesnut 


| inthe chair.) The Secretary will report the amend- 
within one or two per cent. as good as a gold || 


ment. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which is, in 
line fourteen of the first section, after the word 
**unchartered,’’ to insert the words ‘* within the 
District of Columbia.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the next amendment in section two, line 
six, after the word ‘* circulation’ to strike out the 
word ‘‘exchange,”’ 
** transfer,’’ in line eight to strike out ‘‘ ex- 
changed,’ and ‘ or transferred.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to offer an amendment 
in line fifteen of section two, to strike out the 
words ‘* of a less denomination than twenty dol- 
lars.’? The object of this amendment is to prohibit 
the circulation of bank notes brought from banks 
outside of the District of all denominations. The 
first section prohibits the circulation of bank notes 
issued within the District. The second section 
would permit, as it now stands, the circulation of 
bank notes of a denomination over twenty dollars 
if issued outside of the District. 1 suppose it is 


unnecessary to argue the question as between hard | 


money and paper money. I am a hard money 
man, and therefore I move the amendment im ac- 
cordance with my views. If I were not, then I 
should say that I would prefer to have paper 
money issued within the District, under laws regu- 
lating the issue within the District, and where we 
might have the power to examine into the sol- 
vency of the companies which did issue it, giving 
security to those who held the paper. The present 
amendment, however, is to exclude bank paper 
altogether from circulation. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Before the question is taken 
on the amendment, I wish to make a very brief 
suggestion. The committee may be considered, 
with a single exception I believe, as hard money 
men; and if they were consulting merely theoret- 
ical principles, they would have been disposed to 
go to the extent suggested by the Senator from 
Mississippi; but it was thought originally that 
notes of fifty dollars would scarcely be considered 


equal to your millionaires, by associating their || circulation; thatthey were mere checks, or bills of 


in line seven to strike out | 
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exchange, counters, in fact, to facilitate the set- 
tlement of large transactions, and that it would 
be indiscreet, in the first instance, to deprive the 
banks of the District of Columbia of that means 
ofaccommodation. They thought there was no 
danger to be apprehended from the circulation of 
notes of the denomination of fifty dollars and up- 
wards. That was the form in which the bill was 
first presented to the Senate two years since. On 
further consideration, it was, however, thought 
that fifty dollars was too large a denomination to 
fix as the minimum at first; and in order to give 
this experiment a fair chance of successful oper- 
ation, it was thought proper to limit the circula- 
tion to notes of twenty dollars and upwards. I 
am now inclined to doubt as to that, and to think 
that perhaps it was an indiscreet concession to 
what may be called a false public opinion; and 
therefore, if the Senator from Mississippi, or any 


| other Senator, is prepared to offer an amendment 


to limit the circulation to notes of fifty dollars, I 
should not hesitate to accept it. In the mean time, 
I shall be obliged to oppose the’ adoption of this 


| amendment, not because I do not think it sound 


in principle, but because I think it would be in- 
convenient gnd inoperative in practice, and we 
should probably be obliged hereafter to return to 


| the old system. 


While on this 7 as I do not wish to de- 
tain the Senate, and hope to get the vote soon, I 
will make a very short statement of what I con- 


| sider to be the real object and oor of the bill. 
c 


| money in this District. 


The Senator from Rhode Island seems to consider 
that this bill was intended to act harshly and hos- 
tilely on public eredit, and to injure the associa- 
tions of individuals who are now circulating paper 
Such was not my 


| pose, I know, and such, I am perfectly satisfied, 


was not the purpose of any member of the com- 
mittee. We saw asystem necessarily giving room 
for great abuse. Its tendency was natural and 
direct. We saw no disposition on the part of the 
people of the District of Columbia to suggest any 
baa of banking, or to ask for any acts of incor- 
poration which would subject them to proper re- 
striction. We had no intention to make wer upon 
them, or to affect the credit of these banks; nor 
had we any disposition to cripple or restrict the 
resources of the people of the District of Columbia. 

So far as the credit of these banks is concerned, 

I shall be obliged to say what I did not wish to 
say, and what I say very reluctantly. I have 
great doubts of the solvency of some of these in- 
stitutions. I think the pertinacity with which 
they claim the exercise of this privilege, in vio- 
lation of law, or rather in violation of every true 
sien 9 of currency, is an evidence that they 
1ave something more to gain by it than appears 
on the face of their statements. If their circula- 
tion were really as limited as they pretend it to 
be, as would appear from their statements, I think 
itis a privilege which is not worth contending 
for, dod you would not find them here. I do not 
say there is any person in the Senate who has 
any peculiar sympathy with these individuals, but 
they would find no sympathy at all. 

Now, as to the extent of the operation of this 
bill on the resources of the people of the District 
of Columbia, the Senator has correctly stated that 
their banking capital is $1,000,000, and that they 
have about two million in assets, of which $300,000 
is in specie, giving them, if that be true, invesi- 
ments of nearly double the amount of their capital, 
There is no attempt on the part of the framers of 
this bill, nor will such be the effect of it, to curtail, 
cripple, or control, in any degree, the ordinary 
business of banking within the District of Colum- 
bia. It is a mere inhibition to any individual, or 
any set of individuals, or any association, by any 
name, to coin money. That is the whole amount 
of it. There is no reason in the world why all 
these banking institutions should not go on and 
conduct their business with the same advantage to 
tie community that they do now. The only possi- 
ble difference is, that they will be enabled to loan 
in the aggregate $155,000 less, because they have 
not the privilege of coining money. 

It has been said that the committee made an 
assertion not sustained by the facts in relation to 
the existence of a law that prohibited the issuing 
of notes by unauthorized individuals. I will refer 
the Senator to the twenty-ninth section of the act 
of 1817: 

“That from and after the 4th day of April next, it shell 
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not be lawful for any unchartered banking company, or any 
association, partnership, or company of individuals, within 
the District of Columbia, to discount any notes, or other se- 
eurities, for the payment of money, or to issue notes or bills, 
whether payable to order or bearer, or any other securities, 
promises, or orders, for the payment of money or stock ; and 
every member, officer, or agent, of any such company, or 
associate or partner of any sach association or partnership, 
shail be held to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and for every 
such offense, upon conviction thereof, may be fined in asum 
not less than g100, nor more than $500,”’ 

Mr. SIMMONS. Is that the law now, or has 
it expired? 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
exists. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Is it not im a bank charter 
that expired by its own limitation? Iso under- 
stand. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Ifthe Senator will permit me, 
this is one section of alaw regulating and creating 
certain banks in the District-of Columbia. In 
order to make the privilege of issuing bank notes 
of any value, it was necessary to take that privi- 
lege from everybody else. Therefore, the privi- 
lege was conferred, virtually and by implication, 
to issue bank notes m the District of Columbia, 
on these incorporations; and it was taken away 
from all others. They went on uate their char- 
ters, had them renewed, and at a lafer period all 
legislation on the subject of banks, oveemt that 
contained in the bill directing their liquidation, 
was repealed; thatis, all contrary legislation. The 


ee 


I consider that the law still 


criminal court in this District, and the circuit | 


court of Maryland, declared that that act of 1844 
—I think it was—not only repealed all the por- 
tions of the act conferring banking privileges on 
these different institutions, but repealed this gen- 
eral prohibition that was found in the twenty- 
ninth section of the act of 1817. 
so: then what is the case? 
whatever; any one can, if he thinks proper, issue 


a note for circulation within the limits of the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia to any amount; any association 
of mencan. They may take any name that they 
please. 

The Senator from Rhode Island has said that 
these banks acted in entire good faith throughout. 
I do not like to use harsh terms; but I consider 
the whole operation a swindle, and I think I will 
demonstrate it by the production of some of their 
notes; and to show the value of this circulation 
on which the Senator insists so much, I will state 
as a fact that the other day, desirous to have 
one of these notes in order to examine it and ex- 
hibit it to the Senate, I sentaround to every Sen- 


ator in this Chamber, and I could not find a bank | 


note of the District of Columbia. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms sent his boys around the Capitol, and 
not a single one was to befound. That, I think, 
is very good evidence that they do not circulate 
among men who have the capacity to jadge what 
a good note is. 

tlere isa bill of the Bank of Commerce. As 
1 said before, that is not one of the original char- 
tered banks. As the Senator remarked, it isa 
mere private association of individuals; and I do 
not believe that the articles of their association are 
known to the public at all. They are not obliged 
to be recorded; and nobody but themselves knows 
of what their capital consists, or who are the in- 
dividuals that are concerned in it. That is called 
the Bank of Commerce. It is signed by H. B. 
Sweeny, as cashier, and C. E. Rittenhouse, as 
president. They profess to do business in George- 
town; but the officers are partners in a private 
banking-house on Pennsylvania avenue. I have 
no disposition at all to impeach the credit of 
Messrs. Sweeny & Rittenhouse; they may be the 
best men in the world; but if they were to issue 
bank notes in their own names, it is probable they 
would not have the circulation that these notes 
have, simply for the reason that they have as- 
sumed, in these notes, an appellation or title which 
would imply that they are a banking corporation, 
and subject to the regulation and control of Con- 
gress. 

Here is another note—the Farmers and Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Georgetown. ‘* The President 
and Directors of the Farmers and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Georgetown will pay five dollars on de- 
mand to bearer, Georgetown, D.C. R. Read, 
president, and W. Laird, jr., cashier.’’ In al- 
most microscopic characters, at the foot of this 
bill—certainly they would escape the observa- 
ton of ninety-nine men out of a hundred through 
whose hands it would pass, are these word-—and 


Admit it to be | 
That there is no limit | 


a 














THE 


even with my glasses I can scarcely read them— 
** of the board of trustees,’’ underneath the names 
of the president and cashicr. A stranger, unfa- 
miliar with the history of the District of Colum- 
bia, would suppose, and would say, ‘* Why? this 


| is the old Farmers and Mechanies’ Bank char- 


tered by Congress, subject to examination, con- 
trolled by law and regulations which secure the 
public against any possible imposture.’’ Now, I 
ask the Senator is that dealing in good faith? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Do you want an answer? 

Mr. SLIDELL. Wait until I get through with 
this examination. Here is a note of the Bank of 
Washington. The Bank of Washington is the 
bank that made the following answer to the inter- 
rogatories: 

**In the year 1844, just previous to the expiration of the 
charter of the bank, the stockholders, in general ineeting, 
placed in the hands of trustees all their assets, rights, and 
credits, for certain purposes, and among them the power to 


continue such banking acts and operations as they might 
Jegally do and perform. Under the authority thus conveyed, 


and the joint resolution passed by Congress aboutthe same || is the case in my own State; or, what is tantamount 


| time, giving authority to wind up the affairs of the old bank, 


| 
| 


the trustees have been ever since acting in gdod faith, and 
have conducted their business, as they believe, acceptably 
to the citizens of Washington, and satisfactory to their cus- 
tomers generally. It is true they have been obliged to suc- 


| cumb to this panic, which has spread so disastrously over 


the whole commercial world; but as this bank is a private 
association, all its stockholders are liable, both to deposit- 
ors and noteholders ; so that there is no probability of loss 
occurring to either.”’ 


The public does not know who the proprietors 


| and stockholders are; I am sure I do not. 


“Under this unloof€d-for state of things the trustees 
determined to make no new loans, but urgently to call upon 
all its debtors for such curtails as they could pay without 
making any sacrifices to do so. This was done by most of 





|| it wrong, if I can understand language. 
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|| otherwise, I will se vote. 


| I can see no reason for it. 
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He knows I do not 
think so, if he believes what I have said. He 
now complains that these banks have not got 
charters, and are not controlled as they were un- 
der those laws. Who is to blame for it? They 
are not. They have applied for them, if his re- 
port is correct, from time to time, and have im- 


| portuned Congress; and I have said that [ thought 


Congress oug it to grant them charters with those 
facilities which are granted in the neighboring 
States. This District having been ceded to the 
United States, why should the citizens be placed 
at a disadvantage to those who surround them? 
Because we are here 
without being accountable to them, I do not see 
why we should visit any notions about what is 
best on them. I should greatly prefer to have 
these institutions incorporated. The difficulty 
heretofore has been that, when they applied for an 
act of incorporation, we wanted to make them 
individually liable. There was that notion. That 


| to that, we make the charter subject to the Legis- 


them, and every note upon which a renewal was asked, on |! 


the payment of a curtail, however small, was assented to. 
Had the trustees insisted on the payment of the notes as 
they became due, great inconvenience and losses to the 


business men would have been the inevitable result; butit || 


is now believed that this bank will not lose a dollar on its 


| discounted paper in consequence of this untoward pressure. 


Owing to the large amount of specie monthly disbursed by 


| the Government in this city, the circulation of the District | 





banks has, of late years, been merely nominal, the chiet 


eurrency being gold and silver and notes of banks below | 


par, the latter not being received as bankable funds. 


| do not argue that it is right. 
| sides. 


lature. The Senator reads a law that he says is 
in existence; but he knows that the courts 

Mr. SLIDELL. The courts have decided that 
it is not 

Mr. SIMMONS. In some cases, when the 
courts decide something which suits the gentleman 
and his friends to be law, they are apt to be for the 
decisions of the courts; but if they decide against 
their notions, courts are wrong. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 am acting now as if I con- 
sidered the court right. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Andarguing asif youthought 
I sup- 
ose, myself, the decision of the court to be right, 
because I am in the habit of submitting to decis- 





| ions; and when [ think a decision is right, I never 


argue that itis wrong. lf I think it is wrong, I 
I do not take both 


If there is any soundness whatever in the 


| argumentof the Senator, it is that we should have 


‘ The circulation is larger now, in consequence of specie | 
being ata premium,and because the trustees were solicited || 
| by merctiants and business men to increase their issues, 


| and thereby keep other notes of doubtful value from being 


introduced.” 


Here is the confession on the partof these banks, 
that, when they are in a state of suspensien, they 


are enabled to — out a much larger amount of | 


circulation than when they are paying their obli- 
gations. Ido not think there is a gentleman here 
who has eyes sufficiently strong to see without 

lasses these mystical words at the bottom of the 
Bank of Washington noteg*‘ of the board of trus- 
tees,’’ after the signature of the president and 
cashier. 

The whole effect of this billis simply to prevent 
the issuing of notes, without authority @law and 
without restraint, in the District of Columbia. It 
does not interfere in the slightest degree with the 
interests of any of these banking associations, It 
does not meddle with their affairs. They can go 
on, and receive deposits and pay out money to 
their customers and discount their notes without 
the slightest interruption. If the Senator from 
Rhode Island thinks that a circulation of paper 
money, uncontrolled, unlimited, without oneness 
of surveillance on the part of the public, is bene- 
ficial, certainly he is at liberty to enjoy his opin- 
ion; and I am inclined to think that he does, per- 
haps, derive all the benefit from that system in 


| having no notes at all. 


/ anything with bank notes. 
| got too far committed. 


his own State of Rhode Island. I should be very | 


sorry to have the same advantages of a circulating 
medium in Louisiana that he has in Rhode Island. 

I cannot accept the amendment of the Senator 
from Mississippi, as I said before, not because | 
do not appreve of its principle, but because I think 
it woul 
impracticable, at least very inconvenient to the 

ublic. 


Mr. SIMMONS, 


from Louisiana thinks that I would prefer to have 
banks without regulation. 


three times, lest I should be mistaken, that I 
| thought the true system was to incorporate the 
institutions and have a supervision of them; and 
that is the way we do in our State, Thatis what 
I said, 5 
Now, he says if I think it is best to have it 


I must have been very un- | 
fortunate in expressing my opinion, if the Senator | 


I think I said two or | 


all hard money; and yet he refuses to accept the 
amendment to strike out the twenty-dollar notes, 
but is willing to afflict this community with foreign 
notes, and require every man who takes a note to 
go to a broker to change it. It is worse than 
I do not suppose that it 
is possible for the Senate, in this temper, to do 
I think they have 
I do not blame them for 
having these notions about hard money; but where 
ever the thing has been tried, it has been a failure. 
I do not find any States that are willing to try that 
experiment except in California. There, Lagree, 
they have; but they have got enormous rates of 
interest. 

Mr. HAUN. I merely wish to state 

Mr. SIMMONS. I qualified it before, by say- 
ing this side of the mountains. 

Mr. HAUN. ‘Texas. 

Mr. BENJAMIN There are no banks in 
Mississippi, or Texas, or Arkansas—all hard 
money. 

Mr. SIMMONS. From the experience they 
had when they had banks, I do not wonder that 
they got sick of them. They hada pretty hard 
time with banks there, I know; but I muppose they 





_ do not prohibit the circulation of ban notes; I 
suppose the neighboring States furnish the cur- 
rency. 


make the operation of this bill, if not || 


| Senator that it isa question of degree. 


Mr.BENJAMIN. Very little. There ishardly 
anything but gold and silver in the ordinary cir- 
culation among the people, Bank notes are used 
in large busMess. 

Mr.SIMMONS. The Senator from Louisiana 
did not understand me. I said I did not know of 
any State except California, which was on the 
other side of the mountains—perhaps it may be 
so with Oregon; she has been in the Union only 
a year, and I have not examined her laws—that 
prohibited the circulation of bank notes. I do 
not say they establish banks; but those States thac 
have undertaken to prohibit paper asa circulating 
medium have generally fared hard, That is my 
knowledge. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will merely state to the 


Thereare 


, several States that allow no issue of bank notes, 


and prohibit the circulation of bank notes coming 
from abroad under a certain amount; precisely 
what is proposed to be done in the District of 


‘| Columbia. 
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Mr. SIMMONS. What amoun 
follow their example in that respect. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iam not aware of the other 
States; but in the State of Louisiana, at the pres- 
ent time, the limit is five dollars. Within a year 


tis it? 1 will || 


or two, We expect to get it up to ten dollars, or | 


even twenty dollars. Fie 

Mr. SIMMONS. I will consent to limit the 
circulation of notes by these institutions to five 
dollars. 


As I said before, they have not issued 


one for forty years under that amount, except the | 


corporation of Georgetown, and that is nota bank. 
When the States go up to ten dollars, we may try 
the experiment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
Senator refer to? 

Mr. SIMMONS. The banking associations 
here. They do not issue notes under five dollars. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I thought there were no 
banking associations here—nothing but some pri- 
vate persons who were issuing bank notes. 

Mr. SIMMONS. There are no incorporated 
banking companies here; but there are banking 


What institutions does the 


associations, and they are individually liable. | 


That was what we insisted on when they asked 
fora renewal of their charters, and they concluded 
not to take them; but they have gone on, and are 
doing business with individual liability. Every- 
body knows that. I suppose that every man In 
the association is liable for the whole debts; there 
is no doubt about that; and therefore I think there 
is no danger of loss. I call them banks because 
they call themselves so. I know, generally, banks 
are incorporated. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If these parties issued in 
their own name, or the names of their firms, such 
paper as they pleased, it would be (though still, 
in my opinion, very objectionable) much less ob- 
jectionable than what is now going on. As I 
understand it, private individuals who are not 
incorporated as banks, are imposing on the es 
paper purporting to be circulation issued by banks 
after Congres repealed the charters of the banks 
or refused to renew them. The only point re- 
maining is in favor of allowing unlimited discre- 
tion to anybody who pleases to issue bank notes 
as money. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I suppose the Senator was 
not here when I addressed the Senate, or he would 
not have asked that question. I have said repeat- 
edly that, in my opinion, the duty of Congress 
was to incorporate sound capitalists, and author- 
ize them to accommodate this community with a 
circulating medium and facilities for transacting 


business, and put them under the supervision of District of Columbia is surroufhded on all sides by 


proper officers. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Until that is done, what 
would you do? 
do. {f would do precisely what they did before 
they were incorporated. The Bank of Washing- 
ton, the legislation as to which I have examined, 
had been a banking association a year and a half, 
doing the same business as it did afterwards, be- 
fore it was incorporated. It has been in existence 
fifty years; and during that time it acquired a good 
credit, and its stockholders have used their credit 
by putting their name on the bank bills as trus- 
tees. My opinion is, that it is not becoming in me, 


Mr. SIMMONS, I will tell you what I would | 





a Senator from Rhode Island, to come here and | 


District, when my own State is authorizing the 
same kind of business to be done that they are 
doing here. I prefer that I should legislate from 
my experience and give them charters, putting 
them under supervision, and requiring them to 
make their discounts at six per cent., and have a 
commissioner to go and visit them whenever we 
see fit, to see what the character of their securities 
is. We are not asked to do anything, and when 
we are not asked to do anything; and I do not see 
any particular necessity for it, I think it is best to 
do nothing. That is what I would do now. 

Mr. CHANDLER, Would it be in order now 
to move to strike out the second section, as an 
amendment to the amendment offered by tne Sen- 
ator from Mississippi ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cues- 
nut.) It would not be in order. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I give notice that I shali 
make that motion so soon as it shall be in order. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is On the amendment of the Senator from Missis- 


sipp'—in line fifteen of section two to strike out || 


the words “ of a less denomination than twenty 
dollars.’’ 


Mr. DAVIS. I ask for the yeas and nays on 


| the amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BAYARD. It is in order, before the vote 


is taken on the motion to strike out that clause | 


altogether, to amend it. I propose to amend it by 
striking out ‘* twenty,”’ and inserting ‘* fifty.” 
Mr. SLIDELL. I Mope that amendment will 
be adopted. 
have no objection to it; and the question can be 
taken. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


ator from Delaware to amend matter which is to 


I have no right to accept it, but I | 


It is clearly proper for the Sen- | 


| be stricken out before the vote i@taken on striking | 
| it out. 


| ciple evinced on the other side of the Chamber, | 


Mr. SIMMONS. 
not prevail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Delaware. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 23, noes 17. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi, to strike out the words “of a less 
denomination than fifty dollars.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. What is the effect of 
that? . 

Several Senators. No bank bills. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SLIDELL, when his name was called: 
I had said that I should oppose this amendment, 
but I am gratified to see tha correctness of prin- 


I hope that amendment will 


and I shall vote, most heartily, for the amendment. 
I vote ‘* yea.”’ 


d - | 
The call of the roll having been concluded, the 
result was announced—yeas 36, nays 11; as fol- | 


| lows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, Chandler, 
Clark, Clay, Davis, Dixon, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitz- 
patrick, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hamlin, Haun, Hemp- 
hill, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessec, Lane, Mallory Nichol- 
son, Poik, Pugh, Riee, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, 


son—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Binghain, 
Hale, Harlan, Kennedy, King, Mason, Powelt, Sumner, 
and Wilson—11. 

So the amendment of Mr. Davis was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I now move that the sec- 
ond section be stricken out. My reason for this 
is, that I am opposed to enacting any statute that 
is in itself impracticable in itg operation, The 


| bank issues. I ain told that the States of Virginia 
| and Maryland issue bank notes of the denomi- 





| where I came from. 


try any Sart upon the people of this little || note, and he told me I was a criminal. 


nation of five dollars. 
Mason and Dixon’s line have a paper circulation; 
and it isa matter of necessity with the merchants, 
hotel keepers, market men, business men of this 
District, to take bank paper. They cannot trans- 
act their business without it. 
criminal on my first arriyal in this city. I had no 
gold. I had one dollar notes, and small notes of 


| different denominations, which I offered, suppos- 


ing that I was performing a legal act: but a negro 
told me that it was against the law. I, in good 
faith, offered these bank notes. They were good 
I offered a cabman a dollar 
I put it 
in my pocket, very glad to escape the penalty; 
and if you enact this law, it is an absolute neces- 
sity that men will be criminals, and criminals en 
masse. I presume to say that ninety-nine out of 


All of the States north of | 


I found myself a | 





Bragg, Chesnut, | 





one hundred of al! the men who enter this Dis- | 


trict from any State in the Union bring bank notes, 
and bank notes only, and bank notes under the 
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|| out, passed, exchanged, circulated, or transferred, any bank 


| note, note, bill, certificate, or any acknowledgment of in- 


debtedness whatsoever, purporting to be a bank note, or of 
the nature, character, or appearance of a bank note, or cal 


| culated for circulation as a bank note, issued or purporting 


to be issued by any person or association Of persons, or any 


| bank or incorporated company, not located within the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, of a less denomination than twenty dol- 
lars. Every violation of the provisions of this section, by any 
corporation or body corporate, or persons engaged in bank - 
ing business, shall subject such corporation or body corpo- 
rate, Or persons so engaged in banking business, to the pay- 
ment of $500; and any violation of this section by any 
other person shall subject such person to the payment of 
twenty-five dollars, one half of which, in each case, shall 
go to the informer, and the other half to the United States, 
and may be sued for and recovered as debts of like amount 
are now by law recoverable in any action of debt, in the 
name of the United States, as well for the use of the tn- 
former as for the United States.”’ 


The very moment you enact that statute, you 


tr. : ‘ : 
| make a dead letter. This paper must circulate, 


It will be depreciated, to be sure, but it will and 
must circulate. Why enact a law which, from 


| necessity, must be nugatory? I think there is not 


| scarcely any banking capital. 
§ cay 


a Senator on this floor but what appreciates this 
state of facts. i hope that that i will be 
stricken out. Iam in favor of the first clause. I 
believe that individuals should not be permitted 
to issue bank notes without authority of law. If 
this last section be stricken out, I shall vote for 
the first. We have a similar law in my own State, 
and we deem it a very necessary law. 

Mr. SEWARD. Permit me to ask the honor- 
able Senator, if he has read the bill very carefully, 
whether the bill prohibits a man from losing 
money, for I do that sometimes, and I should like 
to know whether there is any penalty for that? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have not examined it 
with sufficient care to answer the question. Then, 
again, sir, it is a mistaken idea that gold flows in 
to fillup avacuum, In my own State we have 
I think we have, 
in the State of Michigan, scarcely half a million 
dollars of banking capital. What is the conse- 
quence? That gold comes in to fill the vacuum ? 
No, sir; but the poorest class of currency that 
will come in and circulate is the kind with which 


' || we are flooded, Our brokers send off to Indiana, 
Simmons, Slidell, Ten Eyck, Wade, Wigfall, and Wiikin- | 


Illinois, and Wisconsin, and other States where 
the currency is depreciated two or three per cent., 
and purchase it with drafts on New York, and put 
it in circulation; and that is four fifths of the cir- 


| culation of the State of Michigan at this time. 


If you enact this second section, it will be a 
dead letter, and. you depreciate this currency, it is 
true, but it will pass. fi will pass in your markets 
and stores, and at your hotels, and all over this 
city, in direct violation of the law. That is inev- 
itable; but it becomes depreciated, and what will 
be the result? Your clerks who are receiving 
$100 « month, many of them jn debt, and com- 
pelled to anticipate, will step into Mr. Corcoran’s 
or Mr. Somebody-else’s broker shop, and ask that 
their monthly pay be anticipated. They say, 
‘* We have some bank notes Hftre that pass very 
well; they are two or three per cent. below par; 
if you can use those, we will anticipate your pay- 
ment.’? “They take these bank notes, and put 
them directly in circulation again, and it results in 
an enormous profit to your brokers, to your 
wealthy men, and a loss to your consumers and 
your poor men. | hope that this section will be 
stricken out, and then I will vote for the first sec 
tion of the bill. 


Mr. PUGH. Did I not understand that we 


| adopted an amendment striking out the words 
| exchange,” and **exchanged,’’ where they oc- 


curred ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those words 


|| were stricken out. 
) 


denomination of twenty dollars. What are these | 
men todo? They stop at your hotels, they em- || 
ploy your cabs, they step into your stores to make | 
their purchases, and they have bank notes which | 


are at home as good as gold. You say to them— 


I will read the language of the section, and a 


will see that it is, and must of necessity be, a dead 


| letter: 


‘Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That from and after | 


the Ist day of April next it shalt not be lawful for any per- 
son Or persons, or any association, partnership, or com- 


| pary cf individuals, whether chartered or unchartered, 


within the District of Columbia, directly or indirectly, to 
issue or reissue, or pay out, pass, exchange’’— 


hil 
You do not allow them even to exchange their 


bank notes— 
** put in circulation, transfer, or cause to be issued, paid 


} 


Mr. PUGH. 


Then, so far as the objection of 


the Senator from Michigan is concerned, it is 


clearly not well founded; it is not an offense to 
exchange paper of that denomination brought 
from abroad for specie. As to the paper of which 
he speaks from distant States, it does not circulate 
at all in the District of Columbia, simply because 


| nobody will take it. To-day nobody will take it. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, they will. 

Mr. PUGH. A man may take a one dollar 
bill in a pressure in particular circumstances, but 
that is not circulation. I agree that the paper of 
Maryland and Virginia does circulate here, and 
it is precisely that I want to drive out. Itisa 
common trick of bankers to circulate their paper 
as far from the place of redemption as possible. 
It is the art and scheme of them. They never 
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want it to come home for redemption. They | 
resort to devices and schemes; they will loan a | 
man $10,000, $20,000, or $50,000 of their circula- | 
tion, on condition that he will take it off to a dis- | 
tant point and there distribute it, so that it shall 
not come home to be redeemed, and with the hope | 
| 


that a great part of it will never come home. That 
is not honest banking even, and yet it is their | 


common custom. Although I would have been | 


perfectly satisfied with the bill in its original || 


shape, a prohibition of anything less than twenty | 
dollars, because no man is going to take atwenty | 
dollar note unless he knows something about the 
bank; and although I was still better satisfied 
with the limitation of fifty dollars, yet, if I was | 
brought to record my vote, | would record it 
against the circulation of a single paper bank 
note, for I believe the whole system of paper 
money to be an infraction of the Constitution of | 
the United States, and a fraud on the people. I 
never did vote for issuing a paper dollar any- 
where; neither in the Legislature of my State ner 
elsewhere. 

There isno necessity for paper money inthe Dis- 
trictof Columbia, whether issued here or brought 
from abroad. No man comes here bringing with 
him any considerable amount, unless he brings it 
with him in the shape of a bill of exchange, or for | 
ordMary expenses in money, There is no neces- 
sity to bring bank bills here; and in this place, 
where the Government of the United States has 
exclusive jurisdiction, where it ought to carry out 
the idea of the Constituuion, namely, a circulation 
of gold and silver, where we have a perfect efflux 
from the Treasury of millions of specie all the 
time, there is no necessity for any honest busi- 
ness in the District of Columbia requiring the 
issue of bank paper. 


Although, as I said, | was satisfied with the bill | 


in its original form, if the section be stricken out 
which the Senator proposes to strike out, the busi- 
ness will be far worse than itis now. Here are 
these illegitimate tnstitutions issuing paper; but I 
would rather that they should issue it, than have 
bank bills brought here from Wisconsin and Iowa 
and Ohio; for, though I believe bank bills in Ohio 


| as debtors and in 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


February 23, 








. : . | : °° 
currency which we have witnessed. Thatis my || At the suggestion of some of those citizens, I pro- 
opinion; and I think that a smaller denomination || pose two additional sections to carry out these 


than fifty dollars to begin With is better. 

I shall vote to retain the section; but shall en- 
deavor to get the question presented so as to record 
my Opinion in favor of the twenty-dollar denom- 
ination, and hope the bill will pass. It looked to 
me, when there was a disposition to assent to 
striking out the limitation, as ifit was a mere meas- 
ure brought forward here qn which we might ex- 
press opinions without expecting any practical 
result. 

Weall know the strong interest there is in those 
who issue this money; they make a profit out of 
it, and the mercantile community are interested 

rious ways. ft is one of those 
reforms with which the pecuniary interests of so 


| many are connected that it is difficult to get it; yet, 


would be paid on redemption, the probability is || 
that a great per of them would never be brought | 


home for redemption. So, it seems to me, that | 


striking out the second section makes this the har- |} 


bor for all the shin-plasters in the country. Ido 


not suppose the Senator from Michigan designs || 


that; I presume he is opposed to the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am in favor of the first 
section. 

Mr.PUGH. The Senator himself voted te strike 
out the limitation of fifty dollars. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly I did. 

Mr. PUGH. Now he complains of it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Notatall. 

Mr PUGH. It is consistent in me to vote 
that way, because Lam opposed to all bank paper; 
but why he voted that way, and proposes now to 
strike ou® the section, unless it is an ordinary par- | 
liamentary maneuver to kill the bill, I cannot im- | 
agine. If I do him injustice, I submit to be cor- 
rected. 

Mr. KING. I shall vote against striking out 
this section, because I am In favor of any fair 
measure of reform in relation to the paper cur- 


in my judgment, it will prove very salutary to us 
all when we get it. 

I think it is not desirable to strike at the right 
to issue and to pass notes of large denominations. 
People come here from distant parts of the coun- 
try where it is much more difficult to get gold than 
it is here, and they are compelled to bring the 


} 


| 
| 
! 


| 
} 
| 
| 


objects. 


Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the sixth section 
of an act, approved on the 25th day of August, 1841, shall 
be so construed as to require of the associations to which 
said act refers, within forty days after the passage of this 
act, to fill up their respective boards of directors by the elec- 
tion of such number of stockholders as will make their 
number nine, as required by the act aforesaid, and that 
during the continuance of their associations, on the first 
Monday in January, in each and every year, they shall bold 
an election for nine directors, and upon failure so to do, 
the person acting as president of said association, shall be 
liable to a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500% 
and whenever a vacancy shall hereafter happen, by deati: 
or resignation, the same shall be immediately filled by the 
other directors. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each of said as- 
sociations referred toin the actof the 25th of August, 184] 


| be, and they are hereby, required, under the oaths of the 


currency of their locality with them to meet their | 


expenses, and I would allow them to use those 
notes in large denominations; but I would strike 
out what constitutes the ordinary circulation. 


Twenty-dollar notes do not form much of the or- |) 


dinary circulation of any community ; pretty much 
all of our transactions are in smaller amounts 
than that. Payments of bills that run up to larger 
sums may be liquidated in large bills. 
the section will be retained. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Rittens to 
strike out the second section of the bill. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. Mr. President, this bill 
is now in a shape which suits my views of cur- 
rency exactly, and I expect to vote for it; but if 


we are to pass it, another question presents it- | 


self. Weallow the associations which now exist 


| in this city to go on doing what I consider a le- 


gitimate banking business; that is, they will be 


institutions of deposit and discount, and author- | 
ized to deal inexchange. Now, a question arises, | 


whether it is not the duty of Congress to guard 


the citizens of this District by putting some re- | 


strictions and regulations upon these associations 
even in that legitimate business? Some of the 
citizens of this place, who have no objection what- 
ever to the abolishing of a paper circulation alto- 
gether, who favor @he policy of this bill, and who 
look to the present associations to furnish them 


|| with facilities in the way of discount and for de- 
|| posit, have suggested two amendments, which I 


propose to the bill: one has reference to requisi- 
tions now existing in these articles of association 
requiring nine directors to be annually elected; 
and the other is, that there shall be a semi-annual 
yublication of the condition of these associations. 
Vhen the act of 1841 was passed, which limited 
the existence of these charters tothe 4th of July, 
1844, the sixth section of that act required them, 
during the continuance of their charters, to elect 


|| annually nine directors, and té fill up all vacan- 


| cies that might occur. 


rency, and this is the only measure which has || 


come from the other side of the House that looks | 
like old-fashioned Democracy. It smells of Jack- 
sonism; and I would have preferred the bill had it | 
fixed the lowest denomination of notes at ten dol- 
lars, because | think that isa practical measure of 
reform. | would have voted for it at fifty dollars. | 


tion to move to restore itto twenty, which I think | 
is a fair denomination of note to begimwith. I | 
think that it was a great misfortune that the ef- | 
fort which was made to strike out those small 
notes from the States was suspended by the fail- 
ure of the State banks in 1837. Without that, we 
should have gone forward in some reasonable 
measures of reform, and I am glad to see that some 
of the States have adhered to it. In my judgment, 
all the ordinary basis of circulation in currency is 
much better to be in specie in the hands of the 
people, than it is to be represented by small paper, 
leaving the specie to flow in large deposits to our 
cities and be carried abroad, producing, I think, | 
more than any other single cause, the extreme 
mercantile fluctuations and 


When the 4th of July, 1844, came, and these 
charters expired, the associations now in exist- 
ence were formed, and agreed to go on banking 
with the same provisions that existed in their 
charters, as I understand, one of which was that 
they should annually elect nine directors. Itturns 
out that two or three of those associations have 


| failed altogether to carry out this part of the agree- 
I voted to strike out the fifty, but with the inten- || 


| to keep up this security for their interests 


the suspension of the || 


ment, whilst others have faithfully complied with 
it. The result has been that, in two of these insti- 
tutions, I am fold, the directors have dwindled 
down to some four or five, and they refuse alto- 
gether to have elections so as to provide for the 
nine that were required originally in their char- 
ters and agreed to in their articles of association. 
Those citizens here who feel an interest in this 
matter, are anxious that they shall be compelled, 
as long as they continue to act as public institu- 
tions—for this is really the effect, though they are 
not authorized by law—they shall be cory ta 

y an 
annual election, and having the boards composed 
of nine; and especially that they shall, twice 


every year—in January and July—publish in the | 


newspapers a true statement of their condition. 


I hope | 


persons acting as president and cashier, on the 10th of Jan- 


| uary and 16th of July, in each and every year, to make a 
| publjc and true statement of the condition and afiairs of 
| each of said associations. 


It will be seen that this amendment does not 
propose in any respect to interfere with the policy 


| of the original bill, but it proposes to guard the 


citizens of this District against mismanagement. 
I have no objection myself to private banking in- 
stitutions where the individuals are responsible 
for all their debts; but the idea of banking associ- 
ations for sixteen years usurping the right and 
privilege of making and circulating paper money, 
seems to me to be a matter of astonishment. I 
think that the duty to correct this evil devolves 
on Congress, and I shall most cheerfully support 
this bill with that view; but I think we owe more 
to the citizens of this District than to stop there. 
I think we ought to interfere at least to the extent 
which I have proposed, and probably we shall 
find, in our experience hereafter, that we shall 
have to go further—to take the regulation even of 
private banking so far under our charge as to pro- 
tect the public. That is the sole object of this 
amendment, and I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I should have no sort of ob- 


|| jection to these amendments, did I not fear that 





i 


they might possibly, by implication, admit the 
continued existence of oe institutions as char- 
tered institutions, having certain rights and priv- 
ileges. If they be, as i think they are now, mere 
unauthorized associations of individuals, I doubt 
very much whether we have the right to interfere 
ah or control their affairs. We may say, ‘* You 
shall so conduct your affairs as not to jeopardize 
the interests of the public; you shall not tamper 
with the circulation;’’ but the basis of this bill, 
and of the report of the committee, was the recog- 
nition of the fact that there were no authorized 


| chartered associations here, and that these parties 
| were acting as merely private individuals, by a 
|| law of their own, and subject to the general com- 


mercial law of the District. If that be the case, I 


‘| submit to the Senator from Tennessee with all 
| deference, because the subject is sprung on me 


suddenly, whether it might not, perhaps, as I said 
before, result, not by necessary, but perhaps by 


| remote implication, that we consider these asso- 


ciations now as enjoying some privileges different 
from private individuals. That is the only point. 
Mr. NICHOLSON, 1 certainly would not pro- 
pose an amendment that would do that, and I will 
put in a proviso to obviate that. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I cannot for amoment con- 


sent to support this amendment, nor to vote for 


the bill if the amendment goes in, It assumes to 
regulate the business of these individuals—those 
banking operations, which they have a perfect 
right to conduct, and which do not affect the pub- 
lic at large. I do not understand upon what prin- 
ciple it can be supposed that where there is a 
body of private individuals collected together for 
the purpose of conducting business of any kind 
in which the public at large is not interested, it is 
the duty of Congress to interfere and protect the 
interest of the parties. ' 

So far as the issuing of circulation is concerned, 
that is a public matter under our control, and 
which, I think, Congress has been derelict in not 
controlling at an earlier period than this. The 
moment we take from these associates the power 
of issuing currency as circulation, we have done 
all that our duty as public legislators permits us 
to do; and this call on us to protect the associates, 
by insisting that their agents shall hold proper 
elections, and shall renew the vaeancies in their 
bodies, is calling on us to do something with which 
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we have no concern, and for which the courts will 

give the Sener aries remedies. 

us to regulate the 

of these associates amongst themselves. A 

ought to do, all that our duty can at all require us 

to do, is to protect the public. 

selves, let them settle theig own interests. 
Mr. CLAY. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 

journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 23, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Seprimus Tustin. 
The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Assury Dicks, their Secretary, informing the 


Prayer 


| 
} 


It is not for | 
uties and the responsibilities | 
All we | 
Amongst them- | 


I move that the Senate adjotrn. || 


House that the Senate had passed an act (S. No. | 


192) authorizing the corporation of Washington 
city to make a loan and issue stock for $200,000 


for building a market-house; in which he was | 


directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lawing message from the President of the United 
States: 


To the Senate and 


House of Representatives of the United States: | 
Eight memorials numerously signed by our | 


fellow-citizens, ‘‘residents for the most part within 


the territorial limits of Kansas and Nebraska, at | 
and near the eastern slope of the Rocky Mount- | 


ains,’’ have been presented to me, containing the 
request that I would submit the condition of the 
memoralists to the two Houses of Congress in a 


special message. Accordingly, | transmit four of 


these memorials to the Senate and four to the 
House of Representatives. 


These memorialists invoke the interposition of 


Congress, and of the Executive, ‘‘ for the early 
extinguishment of the Indian title, a consequent 
survey and sale of the public land, and the estab- 
lishment of an assay office in the immediate and 
daily reach of the citizens of that region.’’ They 
also urge ‘‘ the erection of a new Territory from 


contiguous portions of New Mexico, Utah, Kan- || 


sas, and Nebraska,’’ with the boundaries set forth 
in their memorial. They further state, if this 
request should not be granted, ‘‘ that (inasmuch 
as during this year a census is to be taken) an en- 
ablingact be passed, with provision upon condition 


that if, on the Ist day of July, 1860, thirty thou- 


sand resident inhabitants be found within the lim- 
its of the mineral region, then a territorial govern- 
ment is constituted, by Executive proclamation; 
or if, on the Ist day of September, 1860, one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand shall be returned, then a 
State organization to occur.”’ 

In transmitting these memorials to Congress, I 
recommend that such provision may be made for 


the protection and prosperity of our fellow citi- | 


zens, at and near the eastern slope of the Rocky 
Mountains, as their distance and the exigencies 
of their condition may require for their govern- 
ment. JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Wasnincton, 20th February, 1860. 


The message and accompanying papers were 


referred to the Committee on Territories, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 


ANNUAL REPORT ON HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of War in 
reply to the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the 13th instant, requesting the eee. 
retary of War to communicate ‘ the annual report 
of Lieutenant Colonel James D. Graham, of the 
topographical corps, for the year 1859, on the 
harbor improvement for the northern and _ north- 
western lakes;”’ stating that the paper referred to 
is among the documents accompanying the annual 
report of the War Department, transmitted to 
both Houses with the President’s message at the 
Opening of the present Congress, being an appen- 
dix to the report of the chief topographical en- 
poen which was laid on the table, and ordered to 

€ printed. 


EMPLOYES IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a ||"I understand to have been violently assailed, to || lege 


|| received without objection. 
| 

| 

' 


list containing the names of all the clerks, mes- 


the House; the date ‘of their appointment, their 
duties, salaries, and the authority under which 
they hold their places; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 
NEBRASKA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 


| evidence taken in the contested-election case of 


the Delegate from the Territory of Nebraska; || 


| which was referred to the Committee of Elections 
1 
JOHN F. HUNTER. 


Mr. ASHMORE. _Lask leave to introduce a 
bill giving a pension to Major John F. Hunter, 
| for the purpose of having it feferred to a com- 
mittee, 

N’.. CARTER. 
| Mr. ASHMORE. 
and will not occupy a moment. 

Mr. CARTER. 
objection. 

here being no objection, a bill granting a pen- 
sion to Major John F. Hunter was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


I object. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BURNETT. 
of business. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 1 desire permis- 
sion to introduce a bill, for the purpose of having 
it referred to a committee. 
| The Clerk proceeded to read the title of the 
bill, granting lands to actual settlers in the Ter- 
ritories, and for the election of all territorial offi- 
cers by the people, and for other purposes. 
Mr. BURNETT. 
| of business. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 


| late, so far as this bill is concerned. 


I call for the regular order 


It has been 


| TheSPEAKER. The Chair believes the ob- 

| jection was made in time. 

Hl Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 

sonal explanation. 
The SPEAKER. 


I rise to a per- 
The regular order of busi- 


| 
| 
| . 
| a Printer to the House. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. 
| of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was called; and the following members 
failed to answer to their names: 
| Messrs. Adrain, Ashley, Bonham, Briggs, Brown, Horace 
| F. Clark, Clemens, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, 

Delano, Dimmick, English, Frank, French, Graham, Hale, 

| J. Morrison Harris, Hickman, Junkin, Kenyon, Killinger, 


| Larrabee, Longnecker, Mallory, Millward, 
|| Moore, Palmer, Reagan, Rust, Scranton, Simms, Stevens, 


I move that there be a eall 


| and Woodson. 
| During the roll-call, 


MAN With Mr. WuirE.ey. 


| paired off with Mr. Crate, of Missouri, till to- 
| Morrow at noon . 

| Mr. SCHWARTZ stated that on the question 
| of the election of Printer, Mr. Junxin had paired 
| off with Mr. Montcomery. 


| question of the election of Printer he was paired 

| off with Mr. Mittwarp; and that Mr. Moore, 
of Kentucky, was paired off with Mr. Woop. 

| Mr. Stratton was stated to be paired off, on 

| the vote for Printer, with Mr. Simms. 

| 





|| Globe, are withheld for revision; and I merely 
|, desire now to say that, after I shall have seen 
| them published under my colleague’s revision, I 


may take occasion, in respect to the vindication 
of the Legislature of the State of Maryland, which 


Vtry well; I withdraw my | 


I call for the regular order | 


The call is too | 


| ness has been called for, which is the election of | 


Laban T. | 


| William Stewart, Tappan, Train, Vance, Whiteley, Wood, | 


Mr. KILGORE stated that Mr. AsHLey was 

| paired off with Mr. Nisrack on the question of 
|| the election of Printer, and on that question only. 
|| Mr. PETTIT stated that Mr. Cotrax had 
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It is merely for reference, | 


Sut 


| make some reply to the observations submitted 
sengers, and laborers, in the office of the Cierk of || 


by my colleague. I will not now interrupt the 


| recular order of the House, during this call. I 
| merely desire to give this notice. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
leged question 

The SPEAKER. No business is in order until 
the call of the rollis finished. If there be no ob- 


I rise to a privi- 


a all further proceedings under the call will 


e dispensed with, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to know how 
many members are absent without pairs, if the 
Clerk has kept the run of it. 

Mr. PHELPS. Report the absentees, and let 
us ascertain. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would be glad to have the 
absentees called again, 

The SPEAKER. The list of absentees will 
be again called. ‘The Chair cannot undertake to 
state what members are paired. 

The list of absentees was again called. 

Mr. McQUEEN stated that Mr. Bonnam was 
confined to his room by sickness, and was paired 


off on the question of the election of Printer with 


Mr. VaNDEVER. 
Mr.CONKLING. My colleague, Mr. Frana, 
is paired off for some period, that I do not now 


| recollect, with Mr. Garnett. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, stated that Mr. 
FRENCH Was cone off with Mr. Vance. 
Mr. MOORHEAD stated that Mr. Lonenecker 


| had paired off with Mr. Hanais, of Virginia. 


Mr. BRISTOW stated that Mr. Mauiory was 


| paired off with Mr. Hatt. 


Mr. McK NIGHT stated that hiscolleague, Mr. 
Srevens, had paired off with Mr. Clemens. 

Mr. SPINNER stated that Mr. Beate was 
ae off with Mr. Woopson, till the 8th of 
March. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, stated that, on all votes 
connected with the printing, he was paired off with 
Mr. Covope. 

By unanimous consent, all further proceedings 


| in the call were dispensed with. 


The SPEAKER. The House will now pro- 
ceed to the elecuion of Printer. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Before the House 


| proceeds to the election, I desire to make a personal 


explanation. 


The SPEAKER. 


If there be no objection, the 


gentleman from Missouri may proceed with his 


remarks. 
There was no objection. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask the Clerk to 


| read what I send to the desk; itis an extract from 


the special correspondence of the New York Tri- 


| bune. 


Mr. CAMPBELL stated that Mr. KitiiwwGer 
|| was paired off with Mr. Kunken, and Mr. Hick- 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


** And it may not be amiss to add, that as it is with this 
Richmond farce, so has it turned out with the more impos- 
ing, but never, at any moment, more serious performance 
in the House of Representatives during the protracted con- 
test for Speaker. The occupant of its chair is a Republican 
—a‘ Black Republican.’ Of the twenty chairmen of stand- 
ing committees, who were members of the last House, 


| eighteen are indorsers of the ‘infamous Helper book,’ 


|| even the notorious ‘Joun Sirerman’ himself being placed 


at the head of the leading committee. Andon these eigh- 
teen committees, presidgd over by these Helper indorsers, 
we find serving with Commendability docility, Mr. Joun 
B. Cuark, the mover of the celebrated resolution which so 
long agitated Congress—he himself asking to be placed on 
a committee whose chairman is one of the very men whom 


| that resolution condemned as unfit to be Speaker.”’ 


|| Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky, stated that on the 


Mr.STEW ART, of Maryland, when his name || 
| was called, said: I was notin the House on Tues- | 
|| day last, when my colleague, Mr. Davis, submit- | 
\| ted some remarks to the House involving a con- | 
| sideration of Maryland politics. These remarks, | 
|| | observe, from the published proceedings in the | 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I now ask, in 
justice to myself,that the honorable Speaker will 
state to the House and the country, whether [ 
ever made such an application to him myself, di- 
rectly or indirectly, or whether any gentleman 
ever asked for me, by my authority, that I should 
be placed on the Committee on Territories, crany 
other committee of this House? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair has no hesitation 
in saying that no application, directly or indi- 
rectly, was made to the Speaker by the gentle- 
man from Missouri, or by any person in his 
behalf. 

Mr.CLARK, of Missouri. Ithank the Speaker 
for doing me this justice. I have made this ex- 
planation in order that the country may know 
what credit is due to the correspondent of this 


| paper, at least so far as I am concerned. 


| 
1 
1] 
i 


NEBRASKA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. GILMER. I rise to a question of privi- 
I ask the House to order the prinung of 
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the testimony in the contested-election case from 
the ‘Territory of Nebraska. 
It was so ordered. 


VISITING MILITARY. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Lhold inmy hand 


a resolution which present circumstances induce 
me to offer, and to which, I presume, when the | 
House has heard it read, there will not be a soli- | 
tary exception. It is of a complimentary nature | 
to the New York regiment which came here on | 
the invitation of the congressional committee. 

The Clerk read the resolution as follows: | 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be instructed to provide 
a place in the gallery for those of the Seventh regiment of 
New York, who, having visited Washington upon the in- 
Vitation of Lhe committee appointed by Congress to super 
tatend the inauguration of the Washington equestrian 
statue, are desirous of witnessing the proceedings of the 
House. ‘ 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I will modify the 
resolution 80 as to include all other regiments or 
companies from a distance. 

The resolution as modified was agreed to. 

COMMUNICATIONS REFERRED. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ask that certain commu- | 
nications from the Secretary of State to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Meana may be printed, and | 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
lt was so ordered. 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 


The SPEAKER stated the business in order to 
be the election of a Printer. | 
The tellers (Messrs. Petrrit, Quar es, and 
Davis, of Indiana,) resumed their places at the | 
Clerk’s desk. 
Mr. KILGORE. I move that this election be 
pestponed until next Monday. [Cries of **Oh 

no!’’ from the Democratic benche s.] Oh yes! 

Mr. RUFFIN. [hope this matterof the spoils | 
will not be deferred any longer. Bills are before 
the House that ought to be printed. I saw pub- 
lished in the New York Herald, the other day,a 
bill of great importance to my constituents that 
[ have never seen before. | hope gentlemen of 
the Republican party will not squabble about this 
little matter of the printing spoils any longer. It | 
is a disgrace to the country. I hope we shall go | 
onand elect somebody and have the printing done. 

Mr. KILGORE, 
home, as | am informed, by sickness in his fam- | 
ily. if we can get a pair for him we are ready to 
vote, 

Mr. g1OUSTON. 
on this side. 

Mr. KILGORE. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 

Mr. KILGORE. Who are they? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not know. 

Mr. KILGORE. 1 have inquired their names, 
but IL cannot find out who they are. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ifinois. 


There are several absentees | 


Without pairs? 
Yes, without pairs. 


I hope that 


the motion to postpone the election will be with- || 


drawn, and that we shall proceed to vote. 

Mr. KILGORE. I hope we shall not go into | 
a vote with the advantage in favor of our adver- 
sarics. 

The SPEAKER. Does ihe gentleman from 
Indiana withdraw his motion to postpone ? 

Mr. KILGORE. No, sir; I cannot. 

Mr. BURNETT. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GARNETT stated that he had paired off | 
with Mr. Frank. 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated that Mr. Hare had 
paired off for the day wuh Mr. Kerr. 
Mr. MONTGOMERY stated that he had paired 
off upon this question with Mr, Junxin, who had 
been called home in consequence of sickness in | 

his family. 

Before the roll-call had been completed, 

Mr, KILGORE. I understand that, since the | 
commencement of the roll-call, a pair has been 
arranged for Mr. Tappan. My object in moving 
to postpone the election until Monday was for | 
the purpose of having Mr. Tappan in attendance. | 
As a pair has been procured for him, I will, with | 
the consent of the ae withdraw the motion | 
to postpone. | 

| 


There being no objection, the motion to post- 
pone was withdrawn. 
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|| heretofore, upon this question, and all others, my 
Mr. Tappan is detained at || 


SIXTH VOTE FOR PRINTER. 


The House then proceeded to vote a sixth time 
for Printer, with the following result: Whole num- 
ber of votes cast, 179; necessary to a choice, 90; 
of which— 


t} Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, Holman, Houston, Howard, 
|| Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Landrum, James M. 


Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, 
Elbert 3. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McQueen, Mc- 


|| Rac, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, 


| Nelson, Noell, Pendicton, Peyton, Phelps. Pryor, Pugh, 
| Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, 
| Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stall- 
| worth, Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Val- 


Mr. Glossbrenner received........cces cesses --. 86 
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So there was no election. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Glosshbrenner—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Ander- | 
son, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, 


Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burch, || Morris. Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, 


Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, | 
Cooper, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, 
Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Florence, Gartrell, | 
Gilmer, Hamilton, Hardeman, Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, 
Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Jones, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, 
Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, 
MeClernand, McQueen, McRae’ Miles, Millson, Sydenhain 
Moore, Izaae N. Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, | 
Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, | 
Ruflin, Scott, Sickles, Singleton, William Smith, William 
N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, Thom- 
as, Underwood, Vallandigham, Webster, Winslow, and 
Wright. 

For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burn- 
ham, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, 
Case, Coukling, Corwin, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Fen- 


landigham, Webster, Winslow, and Wright. 

‘or Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burn- 
ham, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Case, Conk- 


| ling, Corwin, Curtis, H.Winter Davis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, 


| Edgertou, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Fos- 


ter, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, 
Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, De- 
Witt C. Leach, Lee. I-comis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, 
McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Morrill, Edward Joy 


Pottle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 
Sedgwiek, Spaulding, Spinner, Thayer, Trimble, Wade, 
Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, and 


| Mr. Speaker. 


tou, Ferry, Foster, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Helmick, Hoard, || 


Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, William || 


Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, | 
Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pot- | 
ter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, | 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Thayer, Theaker, | 
‘Tompkins, Trimble, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cad 
walader C., Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, [srael Wash- 


For Messrs. Gales & Seaton—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, 
William C. Anderson, Eliot, Etheridge, and Stanton. 


For Mr. Beaumont—Messrs. Hatton, Quarles, and Stokes. || 


For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 
For Mr. Coombs—Mr. Somes. 


. ° } 
During the call of the roll, 


Mr. MOORHEAD stated that he had paired off || 


with Mr. Lamar. 

Mr. NIBLACK said: 
Asuiey. I will take this occasion to state that | 
colleague, Mr. Eneuisu, has been paired off with 
Mr. Wa pron, and m 
with Mr. Tappan. Mr. Warpron is now in his | 
seat, and so is Mr. Hotman. By an arrangement | 


between the colleagues of the oar, the pairs || 


have been transferred, and Mr. Enexisu is paired 
with Mr. Tappan for the present. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. { 
paired with Mr. Briggs on the question of Printer, | 
with the privilege of transferring the pair to any | 


Seine 1 saw fit, and at any time I chose. As Mr. | 
[askin is absent, and, I understand, is unpaired, || 


I will transfer the pair with Mr. Briggs to him, | 
and I vote for Mr. Defrees. 

Mr. WALDRON. 
with Mr. Enweuisu. I understand that Mr. Ene- | 
tisi’s colleague, who has his pair in charge, has | 


| transferred it to Mr. Tappan, of New Hampshire; | 


and I therefore vote for Mr. Defrees. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. [have just been informed | 


that Mr. HAsxin is paired off for the day with || 
| Mr. Harris, of Maryland. 


I therefore withdraw 
my vote. : 
The result of the vote was then announced, as | 
above recorded. 
SEVENTH VOTE FOR PRINTER. 
The House then procceded to vote a seventh | 
time for Printer, with the following result: Whole | 
number of votes cast, 180; necessary to a choice, 
91; of which— 


Mr. Glossbrenner received.........eescsseeees ptoeee 
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So there was no election. 
The following is the vote in detail: | 
For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Green Adams, Allen, | 


Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, 
Barrett, Bocock, Boteler, 


Branch, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, 

Cobb, Jolin Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, Burton Craige, Craw- | 
ford, Curry, Davidson, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Ed- | 
mundson, Florence, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, Hardeman, | 


) Upon the election of || 
Printer, I have for the present paired off with Mr. || 


will state that I was | 


I was paired for this week || 


Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, || 


|| burn,Wells, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. || 


} 
} 





y colleague, Mr. Hota, || 


|; Boteter, Bouligny, 
'} Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Coch- 





| 


‘or Mr. Ball—Messrs. Carey, Etheridge, Hutchins, Sher- 
man, Somes, Stanton, Theaker, Tompkins, and Verrec. 

For Mr. Beaumont—Messrs. William C. Anderson, Hat- 
ton, Quarles, and Stokes. 

For Messrs. Gales & Seaton—Messrs. Charles F. Adame 
and Eliot. 

For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 


EIGHTH VOTE FOR PRINTER. 
The House then proceeded an eighth time to 
vote for Printer, with the following result: Whole 


number of votes cast, 176; necessary toa choice, 
89; of which— 


Mr. Glossbrenner received.........se.eee. weeaegea e4 
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So there was no election. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Glosshrenner—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Antler. 
son, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, 
Boyee, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, 


rane, Cooper, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, David- 
son, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Florence, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
Hardeman, Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, Holman, Houston, 
Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Landrum, 
James M. Léach, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, Charles 
D. Martin, Elbert 8S. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, Mc- 
Queen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. 
Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, 
Sickles, Singleton, William Smith, Wiliiam N. H. Smith, 
Stallworth, Stevenson, Stout, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Under- 
wood, Vallandigham, Winslow, and Wright. 

For Mr. Ball—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Alley, William 
C. Anderson, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Burnham, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Case, Corwin, Curtis, H. 
Winter Davis, Duell, Edgerton, Ely, Etheridge, Ferry, Fos- 
ter, Gurley, Helmick, Hoard, Hutchins, Irvine, Kilgore, 
Lee, Loomis, McKean, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, 
Pettit, Pottle, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sehwartz, 
Sherman, Somes, Stanton, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, 
Trimble, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellibu 
8B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Weils, Wilson, Windom, 
Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. 

For Mr. Mitchell—Messts. Green Adams, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Carter, Gooch, Humphrey, Edward Joy Morris. 


| Millward, and Lovejoy. 


For Mr. Roberts—Messrs. Conkling, Sedgwick, Spauld- 
ing, and Spinner. 

For Mr. Barnes—Messrs. Francis W. Kellogg, DeWitt 
C. Leach, Petter, and Waldron. 

For Mr. Beaumont—Messrs. 
Stokes. 

For Mr. Sulgrove—Messrs. Edwards, Porter, and Mars- 
ton. 

For Masers. Gales & Seaton—Messrs. Eliot and Rice. 

For Mr. Defrees—Messts. Babbitt and Burroughs. 

For Mr. Blanchard—Mr. Grow. 

For Mr. Bowles—Mr. Dawes. 

For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 

For Mr. King—Mr. Aldrich. 

For Mr. Harper—Mr. McPherson 

For Mr. Gerber—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Barker—Mr. Fenton. 

For Mr. Geer—Mr. William Kellogg. 


Pending the above vote, 

Mr. KILGORE said: Mr. Speaker, to prevent 
any confusion, or further trouble in reference to 
the election of a Printer for this House, Mr. De- 
frees has authorized me, in a conversation which 
I have just had with him, to withdraw his name 


as a candidate for that office. I vote for Mr. 
Ball, ef Ohio. 


Hatton, Quarles, and 
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1860. 
Mr. DAWES. I nominate and shall vote for 
Mr. Bowlcs, of Massachusetts. 
Mr, FARNSWORTH stated that he had paired 
for the remainder of the day with Mr. Hamitron, 
of Texas. 











Mr. VERREE stated that he was paired with | 


Mr. WessTER. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the further ex- 


ecution of this special order for the election of a || 
Printer be postponed until Monday next, with the | 


understanding that then the question shall be 
finally disposed of. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object to any postpone- 
ment. I do not think, however, that the high 
contracting parties of the other side are ready for 
a decisive vote; yet, sir, I think it is our duty to 


keep voting unt! we do elect a Printer. This | 


postponing and postponing when we wanta Print- 

er, and ought at once to elect one, does not meet 

with my approbation. 
Mr. SHERMAN, 


motion. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I hope we will finish this | 


matter to-day by an election. [Cries of ** Call 
the roll !’7] it is necessary that we should go to 
the business of the session. I demand the yeas 
and nays on the motion to postpone. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
through with the fruitless ceremony of calling the 
roll this evening, very well; I withdraw my mo- 
tion to postpone to accommodate thenf. 

Mr. CARTER. I ask leave to present a pre- 
amble and resolutions. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 

Mr. CARTER. 
for information. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent. [Cries of ** Object!” * Call 
the rolj!’’ 

Mr. GILMER. Onthe next vote, and for this 
day, I wish to say that I have paired with Mr. 
Davis, of Maryland. 


NINTH VOTE FOR PRINTER. 


I object. 


If gentlemen want to go 


I ask that they may be read | 





| adjournment. 


| House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on | 
I ask for a vote on my || 
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adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday || 


next. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I demand tellers on that || 
motion. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Ketrioae, of 
Hlinois, and Harris, of Virginia, were appointed. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, called for i reas | 
and nays; but subsequently withdrew the call. 
The-question was taken; and the House refused | 


to adjourn over, the tellers having reported—ayes || 


67, noes 85. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I demand tellers on the | 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mittwarp 
and Brancu were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers report- | 
ed—ayes 71, noes 79. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Idemand the yeasand nays. | 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that when the | 


Monday next. 
The SPEAKER. No business has intervened | 


| 
since that motion was voted on; and it is, there- | 
' 


| fore, not in order at this time. 


The House then proceeded a ninth time to vote || 


for Printer, with the following result: Whole 


number of votes cast, 175; necessary to a choice, 
88; of which— 


ee ET PENG So Aon a biases 050-40 > bs'ee ch. vena canees 87 
PEED CHINE, J56000civwicscdee sawds dante . & 
NN EE tinns a cad ids deudaeee> wae 3 
Bn DE es pensoes cheese has win abies aarerioni eb ah 
RE OE I ATE Re cinnhn hh cducniee oe 
Mr. Mitchell..... Caeeee aCe rere eee ees my 


So there was no election. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Ball—Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, 
William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bray- 
ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butter- 
field, Campbell,Carey, Carter,Case, Conkling,Corwin,Cur- 
tis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, 
Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPher- 


| ayes forty-three, noes not counted. 


son, Millward, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, || 


Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Thayer, ‘Theaker, Tomp- 
kins, Trimble, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. An- 
derson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, 
Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Brabsén, Branch, Bristow, 
Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Coch- 
rane, Cooper, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Da- 
vidson, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Florence, 
Gartrell, Hardeman, Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, Holman, 
Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Lan- 
drum, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, 
Charles D. Martin, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, 
McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Isaac 
N. Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pugh, 
Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, 
Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stall- 


Vallandigham, Winslow, and Wright. 
For Mr. Beaumont — Messrs. 
Stokes. 


For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 

For Mr. Mitchell—Mr. Green Adams. 

For Mr. Gales—Mr. Pryor. 

Mr. CARTER. I wish to presenta preamble 
and resolution in reference to the Seventh regi- 
ment of New York, which is now in this city as 
the guest of Congress. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Let us have another vote. 

Mr. LEAKE. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that when the House 


s 


| 


ilatton, Quarles, and || 


| and Hurcuins were appointed. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 
for the yeas and nays; and then the gentleman | 
from Mississippi can get in his motion 

The SPEAL 
adjourn. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move now, that when | 
the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 1 withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BURCH. I renewthe motion to adjourn 
over, and demand tellers on it. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mansrton | 
and Hawkins were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn over, the tellers having reported only 
forty in the affirmative—noes not counted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move that the House 
do now adjourn, | 

Mr. SCHWARTZ. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Marston 


The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn, the tellers having reported—ayes 68, 
noes 76. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. If we are tothave | 
another vote this evening, then there ought to be 
a call of the Llouse; for many members have left, | 
thinking there would be no further voting to-day. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House 7 
now adjourn; and on that motion I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Noevi and 
Curtis were appointed. 

The House divided and the tellers reported— | 


So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 81, nays 77; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Allen, Thomas L. Ander- 
son, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Boteler, 
Bouligny, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, John 
B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
Curry, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Etheridge, 
Fiorence, Gartrell, Hardeman, Hatton, Hawkins,Hill, Hind- 


| man, Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jones, 
| Landrum, James M. Leach, Logan, Love, Maclay, Charles 


D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, MeClernand, Mc- 
Queen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Millward,Sydenham Moore, 
Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Peyton, Pryor, 
Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Rice, Riggs, James C. Robinson, 
Rutlin, Schwartz, Scott, Sickles, Singleton, William N. 
H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, Stout, ‘T'aylor, Thomas, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Ellihu B. Washburne, and 


| Wright—8l. 


-—_——— 


| Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israel 
| Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Wood- | 


NAYS—Meesrs. Charics F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Al- 


“ ' a 7 | ley, Babbitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boyce, Brayton, Buffin- 
worth, Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, | 


ton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Case, Conkling, Corwin, Curtis, Dawes, Duell, 
Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Ferry, Foster, Gooch, 
Grow, Gurley, Helmick, Hutchins, Irvine, Francis W. Kel- 
logg, lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McPherson, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon,Pendleton,Perry, 
Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Christopher Robinson, Royce, | 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spiyner, Stanton, 
Stokes, Theaker, Tompkins, Trimble, Van Wyck, Verree, 


ruff—77. 
So the House agreed to adjourn. 
During the call, 
Mr. RIGGS stated that Mr. Cooper was paired | 
off with Mr. Leacu, of Michigan. | 


I withdraw the demand || 


CER. Then the House refused to || 


| Territory, via the 
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Mr. MAMILTON stated that he had paired off 


|, with Mr, Farnswoarrn. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, stated that he had 


| paired off with Mr. Ssitn, of Virginia, for the 


balance of the day. 

Mr. WALTON stated that Mr. Tuayven had 
paired off with Mr. Davrpson. 

Mr. BRABSON said: Satisfied that we shall do 
nothing but fillibuster if we remain here longer, 
I will change my vote, and vote in favor of an 
adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. BRABSON, the reading of 
the names was dispensed with; and thereupon (at 
four o’clock and forty-five minutes) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, February 24, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. GWIN presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of California, in favor of the establishment 
of asemi-weekly mail from San Juan, in Monterey 
county, via Salina, San Louis Obispo, and Santa 
Barbara, to the city of Los Angeles; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


|| Post Roads, and ordered to be printed, 


He also presented a resolution of the Legislature 
of California, in favor of the establishment of a 
tri-weekly mail route between Murphy’s, in Cal- 
averas county, California, and Genoa, in Utah 
} sig Tree Grove, on what is 
known as the Big Tree and Carson Valley route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed, 

He also presented a petition of citizens of San 
Francisco, California, praying an amendment of 
the act of Congress approved August 18, 1856, 


| in relation to the discovery of deposits of guano 


upon islands within the jurisdiction of any other 
Government; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of James 
Elisha Linscott, a soldier in the war of 1812, 
praying to be allowed an invalid pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the memorial 
of Horace E. Dimick, praying remuneration for 
improvements made by him in artillery; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


|| and Militia. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK presented the memorial 
of Carlos Butterfield, praying that the Postmaster 
General may be authorized to contract with him 


| for the transportation of the United States mails 


| from certain ports in the United States to certain 


foreign ports in the Gulf of Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HAUN presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of California, in favor of the establish- 
ment of a weekly mail route between Tehama 


'and Ukiah, and the location of post offices at 
| Nomelacky, and Mountain House, in Tehama 


county, and Nomecault, in Mendocino county; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed, 

He also presented a resolution of the Sesieie! 
ture of California, in favor of the establishment 
of a daily mail, from some point on the Missis- 
sippi river to some point in the State of Califor- 


| nia, over such route as the contractors carrying 


the mail may selett; which was referred to the 


| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


and ordered te be printed. 
He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of California, in relation to the swamp lands 


| in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be 


| printed. 


Mr. HEMPHILL presented a petition of mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Texas, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Tndvanola to 
Halletsville, via Texana, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. DIXON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Harris '« Morgan, late. con 
tractors on route No. 7851, asking th st authority be con 
ferred on the Postmaster General to ruvise and adjust thei: 


a 
¥ 
* 
‘ 

: 
; 

‘ 
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accounts on principles of justice and equity, on the files of 1] 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads. 1] 


~— + 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
il was 

Ordered, That the papers in relation to the claims of Levi 
& Johnson and Mary Burchfield, in the right of Samuel 
Slaughter, to bounty land, on the files of the Senate, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was 

Ordercd, That George J. Knight have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 


merece, who were instructed, by a resolution of | 
the Senate, of the 14th instant, to inquire into the | 
expediency of amending the law which now re- | 
quires detention of a vessel for five days, enter- 
ing from a foreign port, before the owners or 
consignees can commence discharging the same, 
and of reducing the same to two days, reported a 
bill (S. No. 215) to amend the provisions of the 
fifty-sixth section of an act entitled ‘An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’’ approved March 2, 1799; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Com- |} 
mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 1) to grant to every person who 
is the head of a family and a citizen of the Uni- | 
ted States, a homestead of one hundred and sixty | 


acres of land out of the public domain, upon the |! 


condition of occupancy and cultivation of the 
same for the period therein specified, have in- | 
structed me to report it back to the Senate, with 

amendments, with a recommendation that it pass. | 
1 ask that the bill be made the special order for | 
Thursday next, at two o’clock. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY. The Committee on Claims, | 
to whom was referred the memorial of Jacob Big- | 
elow, administrator of Francis Cazeau, praying 
that an amount inadvertently paid at the United 
States Treasury to an impostor, may be reappro- 

wriated for the use of the heirs of said Cazeau, 
com directed me to ask that they be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
which already has a portion of the testimony in | 
the case before them. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That committee has 
charge of a great deal of business, and | oppose | 
the motion of the gentleman to refer this case to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. There 
is no reason why it should be referred to that | 
committee. If there are any papers before the 
Commitice on Revolutionary Claims which the 
Committee on Claims may want before them for | 
the investigation of the case, they shall be furnished | 
the gentleman. 

Mr. MALLORY. It is a claim for service | 
during the revolutionary war, and properly per- 
tains to that committee. [ know that the parties 
interested have sent a portion of the testimony to 
that committee, and they requested in writing 
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| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 


that the claim should be sent there; and I think it | 


properly pertains to that committee. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. Thegentlemandoesnot | 
suppose that all claims against this Government 
during the period of the revolutionary war prop- 
erly belong to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims? 

Mr. MALLORY. No, sir; but it has had this 
case always, heretofore, under its consideration. | 
It was never before any other committee than the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims until this 
session; and Lam informed that it was sent to the | 
Committee on Claims by mistake. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Whatis the subject of 
the claim? 

Mr. MALLORY. It is a claim for provisions 
furnished to the American army during the revo- | 
lutionary war, and there isa report on the case 
from the Court of Claims, whieh I presume will 
relieve the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
from any labor on it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It has no more perti- 
nence to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
than any claim that can be preferred against the 





Government. The Committee on Revolutionary || 


Claims is to take charge of claims for military | 


service during the Revolution. That is the char- | 
acter of claims that they are bound to investigate | 
and report upon, and of them they have an abund- 


|| which was read twice b 


} 


ance already. This is literally a simple matter 
of account, and should go before the committee 
who now have charge of it. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, this is a 
claim for provisions furnished to the American 
army, and the personal service in the American 
army of the party himself, particularly in ob- 
taining and furnishing information for the opera- 
tions of the American troops. It fas been before 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims hereto- 
fore, and never before any other committee. I 
find among the papers a note stating that it was 
referred to the Committee on Claims by anerror, 
anda request by the parties interested that it should 
go before the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
and therefore I have moved that reference. I do 
not think the Committee on Claims have taken 
cognizance of things of this kind since I have 
been on the committee. However, I leave it to 
the Senate to decide. 

Mr. IVERSON. I hope the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, the chairman of the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, will not object to taking juris- 
diction of this case. It is propedy cognizable by 
that committee. It is precisely similar to a case 
of which they have had jurisdiction this session, 
and on which they have made areport. The claim 
of the State of Georgia to have refunded back to 
it, or its representatives, certain money paid for 
provisions and clothing furnished the revolution- 
ary army in Savannah, when they were in a state 
of destitution, is precisely similar to the case now 
under the conadasetian of the Sepate; and it is 
woperly, I think, a case for the 
Rovotatiounry Claims. 

3esides, I beg that Senator and the Senate to 
understand, while the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims has but a very small comparative 
amount of business before it, the Committee on 
Claims is a general pack-horse for the whole Sen- 
are; and whenever ony does not want to 
work, they réfer everything to the Committee on 
Claims, because we have been compelled to work, 
and sometimes do it with rather more cheerful- 
ness than other gentlemen. Now, sir, we have 
at least fifty cases under our consideration at pres- 
ent, and they are coming to us every day. Under 
these circumstances, I hope the Senate will not 
burden us with this subject—will not put on the 
very last mite which may break down even the 
back of the camel. I hope the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Florida will prevail. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK asked, and by unanimous 


ommittee on 


216) to provide for the transportation of the mails 
of the United States between the United States 
and the Republic of Mexico; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GWIN asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 218) to 
authorize protection to be given to citizens of the 
United States who may discover deposits of guano; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
219) for the relief of Stewart MacGowan; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


TEXAS MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. WIGFALL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint res- 
olution (S. No. 17) to request the President to 
call out the regiment of Texas mounted volunteers 
authorized by the act approved April 7, 1858; 
its title. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I beg the permission of the 


Senate to make a brief statement; and I trust that | 
the resolution may not lead toany debate. I shall 


certainly not insist on its consideration, if it does; 
but I simply ask permission to make a brief state- 
ment, and that the resolution may be acted upon 
and not referred. 

About twelve months ago, every single com- 
pany, and every single soldier, whe was stationed 
upon the Rio 
frontier. i 
Mexico, that frontier not being protected, in Sep- 
tember last a man by the name oF Cortinas entered 


rande, was withdrawn from that | 
In the present disordered condition of || 





| 
\ 
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| Brownsville at the head of a banditti, broke open 
| the jail, and liberated all the prisoners who were 
there confined; he killed some five or six citizens 
of the town of Brownsville; and the humiliating 
| spectacle was presented to the gaze of the civilized 
world of American citizens being protected upon 
American soil by the interposition of the army of 
Mexico. From that time to this, that man has 
been ravaging thatenure frontier. Fortwo months 
no single company and no single soldier was sent 
to the Rio Grande; and yet we were in a con- 
| Stant state of war. Troops have been sent there 
of late—some few companies of regulars; and the 
State of Texas has put some companies in the 
field at herownexpense. But, sir, 1 am satisfied 
co oma and itis the judgment of all those with 
whom I have consulted,and who know anything 
| of the condition of affairs upon the Rio Grande, 
there being no Government now in Mexico with 
| which we can treat—no Government.that can carry 
out its own treaty stipulations, if they were made 
—that we cannot look to the Mexican Govern- 
ment for protection on that frontier. We have 
to deal with the individuals who are upon our 
| western border. 
Cortinas, and those who are acting with him, 
_come across and they ravage the country, and 
when a United States company comes in conflict 
with them they either fight or retreat; and if they 
retreat they go across the border and are not pur- 
sued. Théy are in no apprehension of the United 
| States Army; but there is an apprehension on the 
part of Mexicans that if volunteers, if ranging 
companies, are there established, and they cross 
and devastate the country, that they will be pun- 
ished for it. We have to deal with these people as 
individuals, and not as a Government, and I am 
entirely satisfied that if a regiment, or a portion 
| of a regiment, of rangers is called into the field, 
| and stationed upon that border, we shall have 
| peace and quiet. It is economy at this time to 
do it, for they are continually devastating that 
_ country, and this Government will be called upon 
| to foot the bill; and instead of $1,000,000 now 
| to pay a regiment that is efficient and that can 
| keep the peace, you will have before twelve months 
| a bill of $10,000,000 to pay for the destruction of 
property in that country; life you cannot pay for. 
| Itis a most extraordinary spectacle that we are 
| now called upon to behold. In the entire valley 
of the Rio Grande there is possibly now not one 
| single habitation leftin which a white man twelve 
| months ago lived. Cortinas and his band have 


| 





| discriminated between the Americans and Mexi- 
/cans by birth. I mean those of our own color. 
| They have destroyed every fence; they have 
burnt every house; they have robbed every man; 
| and the condition of that country is such at this 
time that, if something is not done, the people of 
| that entire valley will be left to starve or leave the 


| country. There has no plow entered the soil; no 


| furrow has yet been turned to erase the footsteps 
| of the enemy; no seed has been planted, and you 
| may take the entire American Army there, and it 
| will not produce peace and quiet. 

Now, under these circumstances, | appeal to 
members of the other House to pass an appropri- 
| ation bill, and they say they do not see the ne- 
| cessity of passing an appropriation for a regiment 
that is not in the field. I ask the Senate to pass 
an appropriation bil, and they answer—I speak 
of individual Senators—that money bills must 
originate in the other House. I go to the Exec- 
| utive Department, and I am told that they are un- 
| willing to do anything until Congress has passed 
|an appropriation. I come to Congress, and the 
| say that they are not willing to do an re ay 
thus, 





| the Executive Department has asked it; an 
| between the different departments of this Govern- 
| ment, that entire section of Texas, the entire valley 
| of the Rio Grande, from the mouth to one thou- 
| sand mules up the river, is in the condition that 
was described by Burke, when he spoke of the 
devastations of Hyder Ali, who, dealing with a 
| people who would enter into no convention, or 

who could be bound by no treaty stipulations, 
"determined to put desolation as a barrier between 
| him and those with whom he had to deal. Sir, it 
might be with truth said, even at this time—and 
certainly, unless there is some action, it can be 
said with truth, in a very short time—as it was 
| said by him, that in passing through that country 
| you will find at least no white man, no woman, 
no little child, no four-footed beasts of any de- 


| 
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scription whatever; one dead, uniform silence will 
reign through that whole region. Under these 
circumstances, as the Executive Department 1s 
unwilling to act until we take some action; as the 
Executive Department regards no eer 
as a legislative expression of opinion that no regi- 
ment should be ordered into the field, it seems to 
me that we can, at least, pass a resolution calling 
upon the President to muster that regiment im- 
mediately into the service. 1 do notintend to press 
this matter, but I trust that no debate will arise 
upon it. I have made this brief statement in or- 
der that Senators may understand the condition 
of that country. I receive letter after letter—every 
mail comes laden with them—urging some action 
on the part of the Government. I apply to one 
House and the other, and to different Departments, 
and each is shuffling the responsibility upon the 
other. 
resolution may be passed at once, and that some 
protection may be given to that country. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I[am very apprehensive 
that the expectations of my friend from Texas 
will not be fulfilled in having this resolution passed 
without some debate or inquiry on the subject; 
not that I intend any myself; and I therefore de- 
sire, if it will lead to debate, that it may be sus- 
pended, for a moment, until we get through with 
petitions and reports. 
order of the Senate, to priority in the morning 
business. 

Mr. WIGFALL. 
ator from Kentucky, that I will give way to that 
business; but if this joint resolution will not lead 
to debate, I propose that a vote be taken upon it. 
If there is any indication of serious opposition to 
it, of course I will yield. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to make some 
further inquiry myself upon this subject; but to 
do it is to commence that debate which I wish to 
anticipate by this morning business, which, I be- 
lieve, is entitled to preference. 

The PRESIDBNG OFFICER, (Mr. Matiory 
inthe Chair.) If there is any objection, the reso- 
lution must lie over. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not want to object; 
but I desire to present a petition. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I will withdraw the motion 
for the moment, of course; but I desire action on 
it if possible. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 








A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the || 


House had ordered the printing of the following 
documents, on the 23d of February, 1860, at one 
o’clock and fifteen minutes: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer 
to aresolution of the House calling for the annual 


I would suggest to the Sen- | 


j 


| 
i} 


Under these circumstances, I ask that the | 


| Mexico. 


| thirty dollars a month as a pension. 


bills, unless there is some extraordinary exigency | 
in the case. , 

Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator will listen to 
me for one moment, and then does not withdraw | 
his objection, I will not press the claim. This 
Doctor William B. Herrick was a surgeon in ex- 
tensive practice in the State of Illinois prior to the | 
war with Mexico. Atthe instance of the officers 
connected with the first regiment of the Illinois 
militia, he became connected with that regiment 
as assistant surgeon. He followed the regiment 


throughout its career in Mexico; and he was | 


attacked by the disease pervading the camp in 
NVhen he returned to Illinois, he was 


prostrated with that disease, and became utterly 


disabled; and is now an inmate of an insane asy- | 


| lum, hopelessly and incurably afflicted with in- 


sanity. He has a family dependent upon him for 
his support. This bill proposes to allow him 
I think it 


is a case that appeals to the sympathy of every 


| member of this body, and I trust there will be no 
| objection to it. 


The report is a unanimous one, 
and I cannot imagine that there will be any objec- 


|| tion to the bill. 


They are entitled, by the | 


~ 


report of Lieutenant Colonel James D. Graham 


on the harbor improvement of the northern and 
northwestern lakes; and 

A letter from the Clerk of the House, commu- 
nicating a report showing the names of persons 
employed in his effice, the character of service 
performed, &c. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Bucnanan, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had approved and 
signed a joint resolution (S. No. 12) giving the 
consent of Congress to Captain William B. Shu- 
brick to accept asword presented to him by Cap- 
tain General and President Urquiza, of the Argen- 
tine Confederation. 


WILLIAM B. HERRICK. 
Mr. GRIMES. | am instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
pene of William B. Herrick, a surgeon of the 
nited States Army, to reporta bill in favor of 
the prayer of the petitioner. I ask that the bill 
may be taken up and acted upon at this time. 
he bill (S. No. 217) for the relief of William 
B. Herrick was read a first time by its title, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRIMES. I ask that it be now put on its 
passage. 

Mr. IVERSON. Itis rather an ungracious task 
for me to one: to the motion of the Senator to 
take up this bill out of its order; but, as the chair- 
man of the Committee on Claims, I think it my 
duty to protest against this mode of taking up 


Mr. IVERSON. This may be a strong case, 
and I dare say it is, and I should certainly not be 
disposed to make any objection to the bul if it was 
properly up; but we have an order now to pro- 
coal every Friday, after to-day, with the consid- 
eration of bills on the Private Calendar. I do not 
think it is proper to take up cases out of their 
order, and give them precedence to every other. 

Mr. GRIMES. This will not interfere with 
that order. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
this particular case. 

The motion of Mr. Grimes was agreed to; and 
the bill (S. No. 217) for the relief of William B. 


Well, I shall not object to 


| Herrick was read a second time by its title, and 
| considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
| directs the Secretary of the Interior to place the 


name of William B. Herrick, late a surgeon in the | 


| first regiment of [Illinois volunteers, on the pen- 


sion roll, at the rate of thirty dollars a month, to 
commence on the 14th of May, 1858, and to con- 


| tinue during his life. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


Some explanation ought to be 


| made of the grant of an extraordinary pension,a 


yolicy which we propose shall be guarded against | 
> 5 


| in the establishment of the Soldiers’ Home. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


Is there a report in the 


case? 
Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. Let the report be 
read, 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 


| petition of William B. Herrick, praying to be allowed a 


pension, having had the same under consideration, beg 
leave to report: 


That it appears by the records of the War Department 


| that the petitioner was, on the 7th July, 1846, appointed an 


assistant surgeon in the volunteer service under the act of 
June, 1846 ; was assigned to duty with the first regiment of 
Illinois volunteers, marched with that regiment into Mex- 
ico, served with it at the battle of Buena Vista, and finally 


returned to the United States, and, on the 24th May, 1847, | 


tendered the resignation of his commission for the following 
reasons : 

On the 4th April, 1847, by special order of General Tay- 
lor, he had permission to repair to New York, for examina- 


tion as surgeon, but having been delayed in obtaining trans- | 


| portation, he was not in time to appear, and fecling unable, 


| 


on aceount of bad health, to return to Mexico, he sent in 
his resignation. 


It was not, however, submitted to the Secretary of War ; 


and, in the mean time, he was appointed full surgeon, upon 
the recommendation of Inspector General Churchill, of the 
United States Army ; but this position he declined, under 
the date of 2ist June, 1847. 

The petitioner prays a pension on account of disease 
contracted while in the line of his duty in the service of 
the United States, by exposure during long marches and 
arduous duties which had devolved upon him during and 
after the battle of Buena Vista, in the absence of sufficient 
medical force to attend the wounded. He states that he 
then began to suffer from pain and loss of power, and free 
motion in his lower limbs, and diarrhea; that the disease 
thus produced in a previously healthy constitution, has 
continued since he left the service. giving rise to painful, 
frequent, and protracted attacks of neuralgia of the lower 
extremities, and finally to an incurable chronic disease of 
both hip-joints, preventing him from walking or standing, 
and compelling him to resign his situation as professor of 
anatomy in Rush Medical College, Chicago, Ilinois. 

The foregoing statements are corroborated by the records 
of the War Department. 

Professors Blaney and Freer, of Rush Medical College, 
and Professor Johnson of the medical department of Lind 
University, also state that, up to the time of his leaving 
for the city of Mexico, he was in the enjoyment of excel- 
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fected with severe and frequent attacks of neuralgia and 
diarrhea, which attacks increased in severity and (re 
quency, until they resulted in complete paralysis of the 
lower half of the body, and therefore ts totally disabied. 

It also appears, by the affidavits of Surgeons Wiggin and 
Fessenden, that in addition to this, the derangement of his 
nervous system has amounted to a permanent insanity. 

Your committee therefore report a bill for his relief, and 
recommend its passage. 


Mr. DAVIS. When I asked for the explana- 
tion, it was because I did not hear the official rank 
of the individual; but supposed him to be an en- 
listed man who would: have the care needful for 
his condition at the Soldiers’ Home; and it was in 
violation of the policy we adopted at the time of 
establishing that institution, to grant extraordi- 
nary pensions. This, however, seems to be an 
ordinary pension, considering the rank Of the in- 
dividual, and the only question ‘which the com- 
mittee has had to examine was as to whether he 
should be brought within the limits of the pension 
law, being excluded on account of the manner in 


| which his disability occurred. I have no objection. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. BAYARD. I ask the Senate to take up 


Senate bill No. 53,not with a view to its present 
consideration, but to make it the special order for 
Thursday of next week. It is a bill toamend the 
act to establish a court for the investigation of 
claims against the United States. I will state,in 
connection with it, that I shall ask the Senate, 
after this bill is taken up and disposed of, to take 
into consideration other bills reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary at the last Congress which 
never were acted upon; bills which I think would 
pass in two hours, the whole of them, after they 
were taken up. They appeal to no party sym- 
pathies; they involve no party controversy; but 
they do appeal to the interests of the country; and 
are,in my judgment, necessary and proper legis- 
lation. I hope, therefore, that the Senate will 
allow, as I move it by the instruction of the com- 
mittee, this bill to be taken up, so that it may be 
made the special order for Thursday of next week; 
in order that, if we pass the bill, it may have an 
early consideration in the House of Representa- 
tives. There will connect themselves with it 
afterwards other bills which I am sure will not 
take one day more to dispose of. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I would sug- 
gest to the Senator from Delaware that there is 
already one special order for that day. He had 
better, perhaps, name the next day. 

Mr. BAYARD. What is the special order for 
that day? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
stead bill. 


Mr. BAYARD. 


The home- 


I should hope this bill might 
be disposed of first. The other will lead to long 
debate: this cannot. It will involve only the de- 
tails of amendments; the debate will be confined 
to the bill itself, and I think it would take but a 
short time to dispose of it, and yet it is certainly 
in my judgment legislation that is requisite. Lam 
willing to take some other day if it is considered 
more expedient. I am wiiling to take Monday 
week. Iam indifferentabout the day. I moved 
Thursday because, as it came towards the last of 
the week, and | was not aware of any other spe- 
cial order for that day, | supposed we might, on 
Thursday and the following Friday, or if Fri- 
day should be devoted to other business, on 


| Thursday and Monday, get through the whole of 


the judiciary bills which remained the whole of 
the last Congress without action by the Senate. 
[‘*Say Monday.’’] I propose to a it the spe- 
cial order for Monday week. If the Senate wil! 
give me two days for the judiciary bills I think 
they can all be disposed of, and yet they are of 
great importance as regards the interests of the 


| country. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to suggest to the 
Senator from Delaware that he make this bill the 
special order for a time when it will not interfere 
with the bill spoken of by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. f understand now he has changed the 
day to Monday week; and as I am on the floor, 


| I wish to make one suggestion in relation to spe- 


lent health, and capable of an unusual amount of both || 


physical and mental labor; that on his return he was af- 


cial orders. I hope we may — the practice of 
setting bat one special order for the same day. At 
the last Congress everything was made a special 
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; ; 
order. The result of it was as if we had no spe- || 


ciat orders atall. The Judiciary Committee had 
some important bills before them. They reported 
them at the last session of Congress. They were 
made special orders, I think; but we could never | 
get them up. I trust that when these bills are | 
made a special order, the Senate will give us one 
wv two days until they are disposed of, 
rogress more rapidly with our business, I think, 
yy not letting the — orders clash; and I hope 
the Senator from Delaware will now insist that 
nothing else shall be made a’special order for Mon- | 
day week, or Monday and Tuesday week. If it 
will take two days to dispose of this business, I 
have no objection to his motion; but hope it will 
prevail, and that the business of the Jaliciary 
Committee may bave Monday week—one day, at 
least, for its disposal. " 
Mr. BA YARD. My motion is to take up the | 
bill in order to make it the special order for Mon- | 
day week. I trust the Senate will give us atleast 
two days of that week. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At what hour? 
Mr. BAYARD. Two o’clock, I suppose, as | 
the Senate meets at one, and the morning hour is 
always devoted to petitions and reports. When 
that hour arrives, f shall insist on it. 
The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 
Mr. BAYARD. Now, I nféve to postpone it 
until Monday week, and make it the special or- 
der for two o’clock on that day. | 
The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, by the 


courtesy of the Senator from Louisiana, the un- 
finished business, being the bill pending yester- | 
day, is to give way to a special order 

Mr. WIGFALL. Will the Senator from Wis- 
consin give way fot a single moment merely to 
allow me to ask that the resolution which I intro- 
duced may, if possible, be disposed of? If it can- 
not be, I will not press it now. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will yield the floor for 


the purpose of ascertaining whether there is to be 





debate on the resolution, if that is what the Senator || as soon do so immediately 


desires. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion indicated by the Senator from Texas will be 
read for information. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


olution must lie over, objection being made. 
Mr. DAVIS. I ask the Senator from Wiscon- 


The- PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint res- | 


BE. 


sin if he would be willing to allow the bill which || 


was considered yesterday and nearly matured, a 
bill for the sale of arms, to be taken up and dis- 


|| posed of before the Senate proceeds to the con- 


We can |) 


sideration of the subject on which he intends to 
address the Senate ? 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. That bill I think will lead || 


to debate. 
Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator knows it will lead 
to debate, of course I cannot ask him to give way. 


Mr. HALE It certainly will. 
PROPERTY IN TERRITORIES. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I call for the reading of the 
resolutions which stand as a special order next 


| after the unfinished business. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will regard those resolutions as before the Senate 


The resolutions will be read. 

The Secretary read the following resolutions, 
which were submitted by Mr. Brown on the 18th 
of January: 

Resolved, That the Territories are the common property 


of all the States, and that it is the privilege of the citizens 
of all the States to go ipto the Territories with every kind 


or description of property recognized by the Constitution of | 


| the United States and held under the laws of any of the 
| States, and that it is the constitutional duty of the law- 


making power, wherever lodged, or by whomsoever exer- 
cised, whether by the Congress or the Territorial Legisla- 
ture, to enact such laws as may be found necessary for the 
adequate and sufficient protection of such property. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instruct- 
ed to insert in any bill they may report for the organiza- 
tion of new Territories, a clause declaring it to be the duty 
of the Territorial Legislature to enact adequate and suffi- 
cient laws for the protection ofall kinds of property, as above 


| described, within the limits of the Territory ; and that upon 


|} some length. 


|| the Appendix. ] 


A joint resolution to request the President to call out the || 


regiment of Texas mouned volunteers, authorized by | 
the act, approved 7th of April, 1858. | 


Resolved, §c., That the President be, and he is hereby, || 


requested to call at once into the field, the regiment of 
mounted volunteers for the defense of the frontier of Texas, 
as authorized by the act approved April 7th, 1858, entitled | 
* An act to provide for the organization of a regiment of | 
mounted volunteers forthe defense of the frontier of Texas, | 


i} 


and to authorize the President to call into the service of || 


the United States two additional regiments of volunteers,”’ 


Mr. WILSON. I think that resolution had | 
better go to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 
I make that motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Texas [Mr. | 
Hempui..}| some time since introduced a resolu- 
lion 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator will allow 
me, 1 do not know whether the resolution is con- | 
sidered up or wot, because I should object to it 
myself rather than have it considered to-day. I | 





want to look at the matter. It certainly ought 
not to pass withoutexamination. If the Senator 
ix about to speak, on the ground that it is before 
the Senate, [ mean to object, so that it shall not 
be before the Senate for consideration to-day. 

Mr. DAVIS. What I was about to say was, 
that the Commiitee on Military Affairs had had 
the subject before them, on the resolution of the 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. Hempurme,]| and had 
sent to the War Office, and had not yet received 
the information which would enable them to re- 
port. This resolution directs itself to the execu- 
tion of an existing law, which law, however, con- 
tained no appropriation; and the Department 
therefore dethined to attempt to execute it, and is 
waiting until Congress shall make an appropri- 
ation to render it possible. If Congress chooses | 
in this manner to suggest to the Department that 
it shall go on in advance of an appropriation, there | 
is so little margin for discussion that I do not sup- | 
pose it is necessary even to refer it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iam not prepared to let 
it pass without discussion. 





| 





its failure or refusal to do so, it is the admitted duty of 


| Congress to interpose and pass such laws. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE addressed the Senate at 
[His speech will be published in 
Mr. 


TOOMBS. I desire to reply and would 


[**Oh, no; let us 
adjourn.’’] 


Mr. BROWN. 
journ. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will state to the Sena- 
tor from Georgia that, as [ took the floor by the 


I move that the Senate ad- 


| courtesy of the Senator from Louisiana, I owe it 


to him to move to take up the special order which 
was the unfinished business of yesterday, in order 
that it may remain as the unfinished business for 
to-morrow. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin has no right todo that. He has concluded, 
and I have been assigned to the floor. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I only propose to do what 
I promised. ° 

Mr. TOOMBS. You are too late. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ask that the Senate bill 
No. 50 be taken up, simply for the purpose of 
leaving it as the unfinished business at the next 
meeting of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ator from Georgia yield the floor? 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; I do not want that 
done. I desire to answer the Senator from Wis- 
consin, and can do so immediately. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If the Senator wants to go 
on now, I have no objection. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If the Senate adjourn now, I 
ean go on on Monday. 1 wish the pending reso- 
lutions to be left as ths unfinished business; and, 
therefore, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BROWN. I think this matter can be ar- 


Does the Sen- 


ranged very well. After the Senator from Georgia’ 


shall have concluded his speech on Monday, there 
will be no further purpose on that day, lam sure, 
to cone the discussion of this subject. I desire 
to be heard during next week; but not on Mon- 
day, or Tuesday, or Wednesday. After the Sen- 
ator from Georgia shall have concluded his speech 
on Monday, the bill of the Senator from Louisi- 
ana can be taken up. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Very 


well. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Then I shall consent, with 
pleasure, to take up the Senator’s bill. 
now, that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned 


I move, 





| 
| 
t 
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___ February 24, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 24, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Witiiam M. Paxton, of Pittsburg. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ANSON DART. 
Mr. EDWARDS, by unanimous consent, from 


the Committee on Indian Affairs,,reported a bill 
for the relief of Anson Dart; which was read a 


| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole House, placed on the Private 


Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the House-will allow 


| the committees to be called in their regular order, 


and then every committee can present their re- 
ports of private bills. 
RESOLUTIONS OF CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE. 
Mr. BURCH, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the following resolutions; which were 


bpp cadiiasarantntent;ahhaws ahpeetheg: We ‘eihahe | referred to their appropriate committees, as indi- 
ronsent, s ob y 


cated below: 

Resolutions of the California Legislature rela- 
tive toa new Territory in western Utah—to the 
Committee on Territories, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Resolutions of the California Legislature ask- 
ing the segregation of swamp lands—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Resolutions of the California Legislature, ask- 


|| ing the establishment of a‘ mail route between 


_ Murphy, California, and Genoa, Carson Valley— 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 





| Roads, and ordered to be 


ee 


Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Resolutions of the California Legislature, ask- 
ing the establishment of a mail route between Te- 
hama, in Tehama county, and Ukiah, in Mendo- 


| cino county, and the location of post offices at 


Nomelackey and Mountain House, in Tehama 

county, and Nomecault, in Mendocino county— 

to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
oe 

Resolutions of the California Legislature rela- 
tive to public land—to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Resolutions of the California Legislature rela- 
tive to the survey of the eastern boundary of the 
State—to the Committee on Territories, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Resolutions of the California Legislature, a 
ing for a daily overland mail to that State—to the 


| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 


ordered to be printed. 
COMMITTEE DISCIIARGED. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. The Committee on 
Public Lands ask to be discharged from the con- 
sideration of certain memorials and resolutions 


|-which were referred to them by mistake, and that 


they be referred to their appropriate committees. 

It was so ordered; and the Committee on Public 
Lands were accordingly discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the following papers, which 
were referred as indicated below: 

Joint resolution and memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of the Territory of Nebraska, asking an ap- 

ropriation to construct a bridge over the South 
ork river, in the Territory of Nebraska—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Joint resolution and memorial, asking an appro- 
priation to build a penitentiary in the Territory 
of Nebraska—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

A memorial of the Legislature of the Territory 
of Nebraska, asking an appropriation fora mili- 
tary road from Fort Kearny to the Missouri river 
—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A memorial, fora geological survey of the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska—to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. 

A memorial of the Legislature of Nebraska 
Territory, for the extension of the tri-weekly mail 
route between Omaha and Dakota Cit y from said 
Dakota City to Fort Randall, along the Missouri 
river, in Nebraska Territory—to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The memorial of B. Y. Shelly, asking indem- 
nity for damages sustained in consequence of lo- 
cating the Omaha Indians at Black Bird Hills, 
Nebraska—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A joint resolution and memorial for an appro- 
priation to complete the capitol in the Territory 
of Nebraska—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means 
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*engrossed by the Clerk of the House, and transmitted by the | 





1860. 


- | 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. i} 


Mr. HAWKINS moved that the petition of | 
William E. Hunt be withdrawn from the files of | 
the House, and referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ARTHUR EDWARDS. 


Mr. COOPER, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced a bill for the relief of Arthur Edwards and |! 
his associates; which was read a first and second | 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Post || 
Office and Post Roads. } 

} 


|| 


ISSUE OF DUPLICATE LAND WARRANTS. 


| 
Mr. PEYTON. I offer a resolution, and ask || 
that it may be read for information. | 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be re- 
quested to bring in a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue duplicate land warrants where the original | | 
has been lost, under such rules and regulations as he may |} 
prescribe. 1} 
Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman will modify 
his resolution, by striking out ** requested to bring 
in a bili,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words | 
** instructed to inquire into the expediency of,” I || 
shall have no objection to the resolution. 
Mr. PEYTON. I will accept the modification | 
suggested. 
The resolution as modified was then agreed to. | 
SEVENTH REGIMENT OF NEW YORK. | 
Mr. CARTER. I ask leave to introduce the || 
following preamble and resolutions. \ 
A Member. Let them be read for information. 
They were accordingly read, as follows: 
Whereas it is now understood that the committee of this 


} 
House which was appointed to make arrangements for, and | 
take control of, the ceremonies attending the inauguration 





ofthe equestrian statue of Washington, in the city of Wash- 
ington, on the last anniversary of the birth-day of the Father 
of his Country, did invite, in the name of this House, the 
seventh regiment of the citizen soldiery of the city and | 
Stace of New York to visit the capital of the nation as || 
guests of the national Legislature, for the purpose of taking 
part in those ceremonies; and whereas, in pursuance ot 
such invitation, and to prove to the country their fraternal || 
and Union-loving principles, the seventh regiment, con- 
sisting of about seven hundred of the citizens of New York, 
composing one of the finest-disciplined regiments of sol- 
diers of that State, orof this or any other nation, arrived in 
this, the city to which Washington gave his name, without 
being cordially, or even formally, received by the President 
of the United States, the heads of any of the Departments, 
er even by the committee of arrangements of this House, 
or that of the Senate; and whereas no considerable num- 
ber of this body had been advised of the arrangements of 
their committee, consequently the members of this House 
could not have anticipated such a result: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of this Thir- 
ty-Sixth Congress, That we convey, through our Speaker, 
our sincere regret for the omission ou the partof the Exec- || 
utive and said committee to extend to the said regiment the | | 
hospitality and respect which were eminently their due, and 
in consideration of the high appreciation and admiration of 
this body for the soldierly skill, discipline, and patriotism 
exhibited by the said seventh regiment on the anniversary 
of the birth-day of the Father of his Country, at the national || 
inauguration of the equestrian statue of Washington, in the || 
city of Washington, on the 22d day of February, 1860. 1] 

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and resolution be | | 


Speaker to the Colonel of the seventh regiment. 


Mr. CARTER I move the adoption of the 
resolutions. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object to the introduction 
of the resolutions, 

Mr. HOUSTON. One of those resolutions | 
makes an imputation upon the committee of ar- | 
rangements. It may be true or false. I do not | 
know, and therefore I object to them. 

Mr. BRANCH. An imputation upon the Ex- 


ecutive also. 
OPENING DAILY SESSIONS WITH PRAYER. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Iask leave to introduce the | 
resolutions which I send to the Clerk to be read. 
The resolutions were read, as follows: 


Whereas, the people of these United States recognize, as | 
a fact fundamental to their existence as a nation, the being | 
and providence of Almighty God, to whom they are indebt- | 
ed for their countless blessings, it eminently becomes us, | 
their Representatives, to acknowledge, in the most public | 
manner, that Divine goodness, which has been so abun 
dantly manifest throughout our national history : Therefore, | 

Resolved, ‘That the daily sessions of this body be opened | 
with prayer, | 

Resolved, That the pastors of the several churches in the 
District of Columbia are hereby requested to attend, and | 
alternately perform this solemn duty. 


Mr. MAYNARD. , I desire to suggest a single | 
word in connection with these resolutions. 
Mr. CURTIS I raise a point of order 


| 


| 


| called for reports of private bills. 


| and nays. 


Mr. MAYNARD. It will be remembered that 
| the clergymen of the District of Columbia pro- 
_ posed in the Thirty-Fourth Congress to perform 
this duty, and to perform it gratuitously. 
Mr. CURTIS. I insist upon my point of order. 
The SPEAKER. Asapoint of order is raised, 
no debate is in order. | 
Mr. MAYNARD. Then I move the previous 
question _— the passage of the resolutions. — 
Mr. CURTIS. But I object to the introduction | 
of the resolutions, and to everything except the 
regular order. st 
CALL OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SHERMAN LI trust that now the com- | 


mittees will be called for reports of private buls, 
so that they may be referred. I shall object to 
everything else until that is done. 
sume but a few moments. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice has been given. 


The SPEAKER. 


Gentlemen have objected, 


| and therefore order must be observed. 


Mr. ALDRICH. The gentleman gives way. 
There is no objection to it. 
Mr. DAVIDSON. I move that there be call of 


|| the House, and upon that I demand the yeas and 
| nays. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
not insist upon a call of the House, as it is unne- 
cessary on my proposition that the committees be 
A call of the 
House can be had afterwards. 

Mr. CURTIS. I call for tellers upon the yeas 


Mr. HOUSTON. If it be the object of the | 
gentleman from Ohio to have reports of private 
bills made by committees, that they may go to a 
Committee of the Whole Howes? have no ob- 


jection to that course, so far as I am concerned. 


3ut I want a call of the House before we proceed | 
to a vote on the election of a Printer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. j 
bills be introduced and the reports ordered to be 
printed, so that we can have private business be- 
fore us next Friday. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, that 
ceurse will be adopted. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Itis objected toby 
a dozen. 


CALL OF THE €I0OUSE. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 
a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. 
nays insisted on? 

Several Mempers. No. 

The SPEAKER. Then the yeas and nays are 
ordered. 
Mr. CURTIS. I call for tellers. I did not 
suppose that gentlemen would persist in this de- 
lay in the business of the House. I therefore 
want to see, by tellers, whether the gentlemen 

want the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that it | 
is too late now to demand tellers. The Chair 
distinctly asked whether the call for tellers on the 
yeas and nays was insisted on; and not being 


insisted on, the Chair announced that the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Dicxins, its Secretary, notifying the House 


I insist on my motion for 


Are tellers on the yeas and 


| that the Senate had passed a joint resolution (S. 


No. 16) authorizing Captains William L. Hudson 


|| and Joshua R. Sands to accept certain testimonials 


awarded to them by the Government of Great 
Britain. 

Also, an act (S. No. 197) in relation to the | 
assignees of bounty land warrants. 

In which he was directed to ask the concur- 
rence of the House. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
The question was taken, and it was decided in 


the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 88; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Allen, | 
Thomas L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, Ashmore, 
Avery; Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Blake, Bocock, Boteler, 
Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burch, Carey, | 


| John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, 


James Craig, Burton Craige, Curry, Davidson, H. Winter 
Davis, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dim 
mick, Etheridge, Fenton Gartrell. Gilmer Hamilton, Har- | 
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deman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hindman, Hoard, 
Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Jones, Kilgore, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, 
Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard. 
McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Isaac N. 
Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Noctl, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Pugh, Quarles, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Schwartz, 
Scott, Sickles, Singleton, William N. BH. Smith, Stall 
| worth, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, and 
Underwood—91, 
| NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Alley, Babbitt, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham 
Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Case, Colfax, 
Conkling, Corwin, Cox, Curtis, Dawes, Ductl, Duan, Edg 
erton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Ferry, Foster, Gooch, Graham, 
Grow, Hall, Helmick, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Jun 
kin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, DeWitt C. 
Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McPher 
| son, Millward, Montgomery, Meorhead, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, 
Porter, Potter, Pottle, Reagan, Reynolds, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stratton, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, 
Trimble, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Etiihu B. Washburne, [sracl Washburn, Web- 
ster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Weodson—88. 


So a call of the House was ordered. 

During the vote, 

Mr. WHITELEY stated that he had been con- 
fined to his room by nese since Monday 
| week, and had been paired, as he believed, with 
Mr. Hickman, till some day next week. 

Mr. JONES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Crawrorp, was unwell, and had paired off with 
Mr. Lonenecker; that Mr. Lonenecxer had 
been originally paired off with Mr. Harris, of 
Virginia, but the pair was, by consent, transferred 
for to-day to Mr. Crawrorp. 

The roll was called; and the following mem- 
bers failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Ashicy, Beale, Bonham, Briggs, Brown, Horace 
| F. Clark, Clark B. Cochrane, Covode, Crawford, Delano, 
| English, Frank, French, Garnett, Hale, J. Morrison Harrie, 
| Haskin, Hawkins, Hickman, Kenyon, Killinger, Kunkel, 
Lamar, Larrabee, Longuecker, Mallory, Palmer, Riggs, 
Rust, Scranton, Stevens, James A. Stewart, William 


Stewart, ‘Tappan, Train, Vance, Winslow, Wood, and 
Woodson. 








During the call, 
Mr. McQUEEN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
BonuamM, was confined to his room by sickness, 


|| and was paired for to-day with Mr. Vanpever, 


on the election of Printer merely. 

Mr. BLAIR stated that Mr. Hawkins was paired 
with Mr.Srewarrt, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Covonge 
with Mr. Winstow; Mr. Lonenecwer with Mr. 
| Crawrorp; and Mr. Hare with Mr. Lamar. 

Mr. MOREHEAD stated that he had been 
paired with Mr. Lamar, with the privilege of 
trassferring his pair. He now transferred it for 
| to-day to his colleague, Mr. Hare. 

Mr. HALL stated that he was paired with Mr. 
MAttory. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I move that all further 

proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the election of Printer to the House. The tel- 
| lers will resume their places, and the Clerk will 
proceed to call the roll. 

Mr. STOKES. I desire this morning to put 
in nomination for Printer to this House, the Hon. 
Hardy M. Watterson, of Tennessee. I would ask 
respectfully of the House, that it would indulge 
me for one moment in a remark or two. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object to any remarks 
being made. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Watterson is a good Dem- 
ocrat. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. I believe that, according to 
the rules of the House, it is proper to make a reg- 
| ular nomination, 1 therefore nominate Edward 
Ball, of Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis the rule, undoubtedly. 
TENTIL VOTE FOR PRINTER 

The House proceeded to vote viva voce the tenth 

time for Printer, with the following result: whole 


| number of votes cast, 19]; necessary to a choice, 
96: of which 


Mr. Glossbrenner received. ..........--seececes ~ 
DVIS Ci atn Naa UUEd cuas v0.40 cage oaemarnn bene 4 | 
See PNNOUE Seb oa bbe Ws we ving + cocepcee nee cecaenes {5 
ee OU ho, occ cho oneeneeae oces ad a 


Be CUE Bere coc tS ncces, ccwads Caheehes baAaP 1 
Mr. Pangb0rme.. .. 2... -ccccccceess eee tanhobied l 


So there was no election 


< aa 3 pee 


eee 


<iivbinioss 


see Np AAC ESD 





cit pe tan en ss nse LOS, 





ee A Habe 


i] 


878 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Mesers. Allen, Thomas L. An- 
derson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, | 
Hoteter, Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, Branch Bristow, | 
Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Coch- } 
rane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Curry, | 
Davidson. John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dim 
mick, Edmundson, Florence, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, | 
Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Hindman, Hol- | 
man, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, | 


Keitt, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, || . . - é. 7 7 
‘ pakoeee? ae | gerton, Edwards, Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, 


Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, Mc 
Cernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, | 
Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendle- 
ton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, | 
James C. Robinson, Ruflm, Scott, Sickles, Simms, Single- 
ton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, 
Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallan- | 
digham, Webster, and Wright. 

For Mr. Ball—Meessrs. Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, Bab 
bitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Burnham, Burroughs, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conk 
ling, Corwin, Curtis, HW. Winter Davis, Duell, Dunn, Edger 
ton, Edwards, Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Grow, 
Gurley, Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, | 
Lec, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, Mc 
Pherson, Moorhead, Merrill, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, 
Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Christopher Robinson, Royce, | 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Strat- | 
ton, Thayer, Theaker, ‘Tompkins, Trimble, Vaa Wyck, 
Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burn, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wil- 
son, Windom, Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. 

For Mr. Mitchell—Messrs. Green Adams, Alley, William 
©. Anderson, Buffinton, Burlingame, Dawes, Eliot, Gooch, 
Graham, Millward, Edward Joy Morris, Rice, Schwartz, 
Somes, and William Kellogg. | 

For Mr. Watterson—Mr. Stokes. 

For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 

For Mr. Pangborne—Mr. Farnsworth. 

During the vote, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, stated that he had been 
paired with Mr. Coyope, and that that pair had | 
now been changed to Mr. Winstow. He there- 
fore felt at liberty to cast his vote; and he would | 
vote for Mr. Glossbrenner. 

Mr. GROW stated that he understood that Mr. | 
ScRanToON was paired with Mr. Puen. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. An arrangement has been | 
made by which the pair of Mr. Scranton has been | 
transferred. 


Mr. VAN WYCK, when his name was called, | 





said: | understand that Mr. Scranton is unpaired || 


to-day; I therefore transfer to him the pair which | 
I had effected with Mr. Brieas; and I vote for | 
Mr. Ball. 


Mr. BARR. Lunderstood the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow ]to say that Mr. Scray- || 


TON was paired with Mr. Puen. 
Mr. GROW. Mr. Puen has voted. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not desire to vote, if | 


Mr. Scranton be paired with anybody else. | 


Mr. GROW. I understood that Mr. Scran- 
ron’s pair with Mr. Pueu was transferred. Mr. 
Puen has voted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Itisall right. Mr. Scran- 
Ton may be paired off with Mr. Briees, as Mr. 
Puaeu is voting. 

Mr. BARR. Very well; then the whole thing 
is settled. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then I vote for Mr. Ball. 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that he was still paired 
with Mr. Asuney; and that Mr. Encuisu was 
paired with Mr, Tappan. 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated that Mr. Kirumwecer 
was paired with Mr. Kune. 

Mr. HOARD said: Understanding that the re- | 
sponsibility for the election rests on this side of | 
the House, I change my vote from Mr. Mitchell | 
to Mr. Ball 

ELEVENTH YOTE FOR PRINTER. 

The House proceeded to vote viva voce the elev- 
enth time for Printer, with the following result: | 
Whole number of votes cast, 188; necessary to a 
choice 95; of which— 





Mr. Glossbrenner received..........eseeeees spaced: | 
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So there was no election. 


The following is the vote in detail- 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Mvussrs. Allen, Thomas L. An- 
derson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, 
Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Bur- 
nett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, 
Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Curry, Davidson, John 
G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmund- 
son, Florenee, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, Hardeman, John 
‘T. Harris, Matton, Hill, Hindman, Holman, Houston, How- 
ard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, 
James M. Loaeh, Leake, Logan, Love, Charies D. Martin, 


j 
} 


Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McQueen, Mc- | 
Rac, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Isaac | 


| N. Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, | 


j 
| 





Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, 
Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William 
N.H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, and Wright. | 
For Mr. Ball—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Bab- 
bitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Burnham, Burroughs, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conk- | 


ling, Corwin, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Duell, Dunn, Ed- 


Grow, Gurley, Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jun- 
kin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, 
Potter, Pottle, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, | 
Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stratton, Thayer, 
Theaker, Tompkins, Trimble, Verree, Wade, Waldron, 
Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, | 
Israe] Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, and 
Mr. Speaker. ‘. 

For Mr. Mitchell—Messrs. Green Adams, Alley, William | 
C. Anderson, Buffinton, Burlingame, Dawes, Eliot, Farns- | 
worth, Gooch, Graham, William Kellogg, Millward, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, Rice, Schwartz, Somes, and Van Wyck. | 

For Messrs. Gales § Seaton—Messrs. McPherson and 





|| Webster. 


For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 

For Mr. Watterson—Mr. Stokes. 

During the vote, 

Mr. BURCH stated that he was paired with | 
Mr. Haskxry. 

Mr. KUNKEL stated that Mr. Irvine was 
paired with Mr. Mactay. 

Mr. BRISTOW. I desire to offer a resolution 
which will put an end to all this strife. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, and Mr. 
TOMPKINS objected. ; 

Mr. BRISTO At least hear it read. | 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 


The SPEAKER Qe tempore, (Mr. Bocock in | 


the chair.) Will the House hear the resolution 
read? 

Mr. TOMPKINS. I object to that. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to the reading of 
any paper. 

Xr r. BRISTOW. Just let the resolution be read 
for information. 

Mr. STANTON. I submit that the resolution 
of the gentleman from Kentucky is a privileged 
resolution, and I ask that it be ready I havea 
right to hear it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit that it is not a 
privileged resolution. 

Mr. BRISTOW. I simply make a nomination 
in the resolution. 

Mr. STANTON. That is right. Let it be read. | 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman | 
from Kentucky offers it as a privileged resolution, | 


; r} > pres lla 
and it will be read. li Cage. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That W. W. Seaton, of the firm of Gales & | 
Seaton, be, and he is hereby, appointed Printer for the | 
House of Representatives for the Thirty-Sixth Congress. 

Mr.STANTON. I submit that that is apriv- | 
ileged resolution, necessary to the organization of | 
the House; and I hope it will be adopted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House has 
resolved to proceed to the election of Printer by 
a viva voce vote; and this resolution being incon- 
sistent with that order ofethe House, the Chair | 
holds that it is not in order as a privileged reso- 
lution. , 

Mr. HOUSTON. The House will vote on this 
resolution I want to move to amend it, if it is 
before the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not before 
the House 

Mr. BRISTOW. Well, Mr. Seaton is now in 
nomination. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
has a right to nominate Mr. Seaton; and the nom- 
ination will be received. 

Mr. STOKES. I now withdraw the name of 
Mr. Watterson. 

Mr. KEITT. How many votes did he re- 
ceive? 

Mr. STOKES. One—my own. [A laugh.] 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. James Bucnanany, his 
Private Secretary, informing the House that he 
this day approved and signed a joint resolution | 





making an appropriation for inaugurating the 
equestrian statue of Washington. 


TWELFTH VOTE FOR PRINTER. 


The House then proceeded to vote viva voce a | 
twelfth time for Printer, with the following result: | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Whole number of votes cast, 185; necessary to a 
choice, 93; of which— 
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So there was no election. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Ball—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Burnham, Burroughs, Butter- 
field, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, 
Corwin, H. Winter Davis, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Ed- 
wurds, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Grow, Gurley, 
Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis 
W. Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, 
Potter, Pottle, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stratton, 'Theaker, 
Tompkins, Trimble, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 


| Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 


Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker. 
For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Ander- 

son, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, 

Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, 


| Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton 
| Craige, Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, Dim- 


mick, Edmundson, Florenee, Gartrell, Hamilton, John T. 
Harris, Hindman, Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, James M. Leach, 
Leake, Logan, Love, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8S. Martin, 
McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Montgomery, Sydenham 
Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson. Ruffin, 
Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William 
N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, Stout,Taylor,Thomas, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, and Wright. 

For Mr. Seaton—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An- 


| derson, Boteler, Brabson, Bristow, De Jarnette, Gilmer, 





Hardeman, Hatton, Hill, Maynard, Millson, Pryor, Quarles, 
Stokes, and Webster. 

For Mr. Mitchell—Messrs. Alley, Babbitt, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Dawes, Farnsworth, Gooch, Graham, William 
Kellogg, Millward, Edward Joy Morris, Rice, Schwartz, 
Somes, Van Wyck, and Windom. 

For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 

For Mr. Howell—Mr. Curtis. 

For Mr. Barksdale—Mr. Curry. 


Mr. BOYCE stated, during the call of the roll, 


| that Mr. Mixes had paired off with Mr. Tuayer. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

The result of the vote having been announced, 
as above recorded, 

Mr. CASE. I move that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MILLWARD. I move that the House 

roceed to another ballot for Printer; and I nom- 
inate Thomas H. Ford, of Ohio. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is 


on the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire toamend the 
motion of my colleague; and I move that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tues- 
day, my object being to enable the superintendent 
of the Capitol extension to carry out the resolution 
adopted the other day in reference to the arrange- 
ment of the Hall. 

Mr. KEITT. Can it be done in two days? 

Mr. JONES. I move to amend stil] furthers 
that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday week. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Indiana if he knows whether the 
work can be done in two days or not?) Has he 
consulted the superintendent on the subject? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. It can be done in 
five days. My object is, that when the House 
meets on Tuesda ,it shall again adjourn over till 
Friday next. That will give the superintendent 
the desired time. ; 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question 
must first be taken on the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana, on the left of the Chair, [Mr.Case.] 
Does the gentleman insist on his motion? 

Mr. CASE. I think I will insist on it. Ido 
notthink the proposition of my colleague 1s prac- 
ticable, or I would vote for it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Case’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

So it was ordered, that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Monday next 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. [Cries of “No!” 
** No!” from the Republican benches. ]} 

THE VISITING MILITARY. 
Mr. KEITT. I wish toask the gentleman from 


North Carolina to withdraw his motion for a 
moment, 
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Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I withdraw it. 
Mr. KEITT. I understand, Mr. Speaker, that 


certain resolutions were offered this morning, by | 1 
a member from New York, (Mr. Carrer,] and || tion to adjourn is withdrawn; and I therefore 


that they were objected to because of my absence. | 
I wish now to ask the gentleman frofh Louisiana 1] 
[Mr. Davipson} who made the objection, to with- | 
draw it, and allow those resolutions to come in, || 
for I wish to make an explanation in relation to |, 
their propriety, and to submit some remarks | 
applicable alone to the member from New York |, 
who offered them. {| 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I objected to the resolu- | 
tions this morning in consequence of the absence || 
of Mr. Kerr, the chairman of the committee 
which was censured by the resolutions. As he 
is now present, and desires to have the objection 
withdrawn, I withdraw it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know 
whether the withdrawing of the objection to the | 
resolutions brings them up for consideration? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It does not. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then I object. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Is this in order? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not except by | 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Well, I object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The only busi- 
ness in order is to proceed to the election of a 
Printer, or a motion to adjourn. 


DELAY IN THE ISSUE OF LAND PATENTS. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I ask the unani- | 


mous consent of the House to offer a resolution 
which, I think, will meet the approbation of gen- 
tlemen upon all sides. 

Several Members. Let it be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the cause of the great delay in | 
issuing patents for lands sold or located under the several | 
bounty land laws, and to report such measures as may be 
necessary to remedy the evil. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there any 
objection to the resolution? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope not. 
I think it ought to be passed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have no objection || 
to that resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to the | 
adoption of the resolution of the gentleman from | 
Ohio; but I will say to the gentleman that, so far 
as patents are due from the General Land Office, 
they are being issued as fast, and have been issued | 
and sent to the proper points as fast, as the cases | 
could be reached and disposed of by the force in 
the Land Office. 

Mr. SPAULDING. That is just what we | 
want to find out. 

Mr. HOUSTON. So far as the gentleman’s 
resolution seems to cast censure on the Land Of- 
fice, or to bear the implication that the Land Office 
has been derelict in the discharge of its duty, to | 
that extent I object to it. But I am willing that | 
the resolution shall be passed, and that the in- || 
quiry shall be made, as proposed by the gentle- || 








man from Ohio. | 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. My purpose is not | 
censure, but redress, in some way, of a grievance. | 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that we shall now || 
spend a little time in calling the committees for | 
reports of private business for reference. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I move that the House 
do now adjourn 

Mr. SHERMAN. [trust that motion will be 
voted down. 

Mr. KEITT. I wish to say, in justice to my- 
self and to the other gentlemen appointed by the 
Chair on the committee to make arrangements for 
the inauguration of the Washington statue 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from South Carolina can be heard by the general 
consent of the House. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. 

Mr. KEITT. I do not mean to make aspeech 
now, but simply to say that I intend to speak to 
the resolutions of the member from New York 
when they come up; and, as they have gone out, 
I do say that they are unfounded in fact, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in 
order. The question is on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sepewicx 
and Tomas were appointed. 














|| stands that the motion to adjourn is withdrawn. 


|| withdraw the motion to adjourn. 


| the motion to adjourn, for I want the record to 
| show who are and who are not ready to go 
| promptly to the discharge of the business of the 


| but I do desire that we shall this afternoon —_ 





The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes, sixty-eight. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I understand that the mo- | 


move that the further execution of the special 
order for the election of a Printer be postponed | 
until Monday next. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That motion || war, under the third section of the act of July 4, 


is not in order while the House is dividing. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair under- 


Mr. McCLERNAND. No, sir. I decline to | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then the tellers 
will resume their places. 
Mr. GROW. I demand the yeas and nays on 


session. 


Mr. SCHWARTZ. The negative vote has not | 


| yet been announced, and the House may refuse 


to adjourn. 


Mr. GROW. *I withdraw my demand for the || 


yeas and nays for the present. 

The tellers reported seventy-four votes in the 
negative. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ move that the further 
execution of the special order be postponed until 
Monday next; and further, that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. We are wiliing, if there 
be an understanding that no business shall be done 
this evening. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will say, if I get the con- 


| sent of the House, I would like to get through, in 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, with the Military Academy appropria- 
tion bill and the invalid ——- appropriation bill, 
about which there can be no controversy. 


, . spr rh - ’ : . : 1] 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question | amedel 40. 


will be first taken on the motion to postpone. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. ‘ 
INVALID PENSION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move now that the rules 
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The Clerk read the bill inextenso. It provides 


|| for the appropriation of the following sums out 


of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 


| propriated, for ot ee of pensions for the 


year ending June 30, 1861: For invalid pensions 
under various acts, $425,000; for pensions to wid- 
ows of those who served in the ry hated 


| 1836, the acts of July 7, 1858, March 3, 1843, June 
| 17, 1844, February 2 and July 29, 1848, and sec- 


|| ond section act of February 3, 1853, $200,000; for 


pensions to widows and orphans, under first sec- 
tion act July 4, 1836, act a 21, 1848, first sec- 
tion act of February 3, 1853, and under special 


|| acts, $60,000; for Navy invalid pensions, $43,000; 


| for Navy pensions to widows and orphans, under 


act of August 11, 1848, $120,000; and for priva- 
teer invalids, $1,000. 


Mr. BRANCH. I would like the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means to state to 


| the committee whether the items of the bill con- 


| 1861. 


be suspended, and the House resolve itself into || 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Wasusvurne, of Illinois, in the chair.) 
Mr. BRANCH. I understand that no business 


| is to be done. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. Iwillask the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. SHerman] whether it is not the 
understanding that no business is to be done in 
the House when the committee rises? 

Mr. SHERMAN. So far as I am concerned, 
I am willing that that shall be the understanding; 


through this committee the twoappropriation bills | 
to which I have already lead There can be | 
no controversy on them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the | 
committee is the consideration of the President’s 
annual message; and on that question the gen- | 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McPuerson] is 
entitled to the floor. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yield to the gentleman from Ohio? | 

Mr. McPHERSON. I do, for the purpose 
stated. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
postpone the further consideration of the Presi- 
dent’s annual message for the present. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
proceed to the consideration of the House bill 
(No. 3) making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending Saal 30, 1861. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the first read- 
ing of the bill for information be dispensed with. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 

reed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be now read | 
by the Clerk for amendment. 


i 


form to the estimates sent to us from the Depart- 
ments ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. They conform to the esti- 
mates, and are three or four thousand dollars less 
than the appropriations for the same purpose for 
the last year. They are simple appropriations to 
carry into effect the existing pension laws of the 
United States, and I cannot see how there can be 
any controversy on the subject. If there are no 
amendments to be offered, I move that the bill be 
laid aside, to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
proceed to the consideration of House bill No. 
o, making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Aaiieiss for the year ending June 30, 


The question was taken; and the motion was 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the first read- 
ing of the bill for information be dispensed with 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will now be read 
for amendment 

The Clerk read the bill in extenso. It provides 
that the following sums be appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise oo. 


| priated, for the — of the Military Acad- 


emy for the year ending June 30, 1861: For pay 


| of officers, instructors, cadets, and musicians, 








$116,096; for commutation of subsistence, $4,161; 
tor forage for officers’ horses, $1,440; forpay in heu 
of clothing to officers’ servants, $60; for current 
and ordinary expenses, as follows: repairs and 
improvements, fuel and apparatus, forage, post- 
age, stationery, transportation, printing, clerks, 
miscellaneous and incidental expenses, and de- 
partments of instruction, $36,895; for gradual in- 
crease and expense of library, $1,000; forexpenses 
of the board of visitors, $4,500; for forage of ar- 
tillery and cavalry horses, $8,640; for supplying 
horses for artillery and cavalry practice, $1,000; 
for repairs of officers’ quarters, $500; for models 
for the department of cavalry, $100; for extension 
of water pipes and increase of reservoir, $2,500; 
for targets and batteries for artillery exercise, 
$150; for furniture for hospital for cadets, $100; 
for annual repairs of gas pipes and retorts, $500; 
and for warming apparatus for academic building, 
$2,750. 

Mr. STANTON. I will ask my colleague 
whether the items of the bill conform to the esti- 
mates? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will answer my colleague. 
There is a reduction on the estimates. So far as 
the items go, they conform to the estimates, and 
in no case prides | them. One estimate for new 
buildings is not included in the bill, because the 
committee did not think that the buildings ought 
now to be constructed. I move that the bill be 
laid aside, to be reported to the House with the 


| recommendation that it do pass. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 


| agreed to. 


PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 


resume the consideration of the President’s mes- 
sage. 
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The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to, 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. McPuerson] is entitled to the 
floor. 

DISORGANIZATION AND DISUNION. 


Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. Chairman, a parlia- 
mentary contest, the most extraordinary in our 
annals, has recently closed. During its existence, 
itattracted the attention, and finally awakened the 
anxiety, ofthe country. Atits termination, every 
vatriot heart felt glad. In its origin, progress, and 
issuc, it challenges the study of those who wish to 
understand the real position and animating spirit 
of parties, the capabilities and dangers of our sys- 
tem, the tendencies of events, and the nature of 
the molding influences which surround our insti- 
tutions. 


THE 








alarming and fearful character, which, if followed, 
will place it in the power of fifty members wholly 


to prevent the organization of any future House; | 


thus making its existence a matter of sufferance, 
and the Government as feeble as the old Confed- 
eration which it supplanted. Nothing can save 
| us from this perpetual danger but the enactment of 
'alaw, of which I am gla 
| already given, by which these revolutionary pre- 
| cedents will be nullified, a future turbulent and 
disorganizing minority will be disarmed, the ma- 
jority — preserved, and the rights of major- 
ities secured against all possible combinations. 


THE LAW AND ITS OBLIGATION. 


Let the facts bear testimony! We met on the 
5th day of December in pursuance of law, where- 


upon the names of the members elect were called | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_ment; and there were precedents set of the most | the subject, that he might know when his pres- 


to see notice has been | 
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ence was necessary, and when he might retire 
from the floor. 

When not ready to speak, being unwilling to 
vote, they made dilatory motions, and thus com- 
pelled an adjournment. They refused to permit 
the offering of a resolution to limit each debater to 
thirty minutes, and one speech on a pending ques- 
tion, until all desiring had spoken. They threat- 
ened to remain in session until March 4, 1861, 
rather than allow the adoption of the plurality 
rule, which was twice adopted under like circum- 
stances, is recognized in the rules of the House 
and in all popular elections, and which, for weeks, 
appeared to be the only escape from the entangle- 
ment. At first, they appeared willing to permit 
a vote to be taken upon the rule, and submit to the 
result. Then they made that contingent upon the 


ai a ae 


— fo tiny . PRINS 


House voting on the resolution offered the firstday. 
Then they declined to say that if the latter were 
voted on they would agree to vote upon the former. 
And finally, they declared that it never should be 
voted upon; and that, to prevent it, resort would 
be had toevery parliamentary means at command. 
Not content with declaring this purpose, which, 
in the existing condition of things, seemed tanta- 
mount to absolute prevention of organization, 
form and substance were given to this threat by 
fifty-eight of them signing a paper pledging them- 
selves to each other to act together in resisting, 
by all parliamentary tactics, strategy, and means, 


The contest, which has been already noticed in 
Europe to the disparagement of the republican 
form of government, was not an ordinary party 


movement, indicating nothing, and wisely forgot- || was clearly the first duty; and the motion was 
ten as s00n as made, It was not accidental, pur- | unanimousl y agreed to. The Constitution confers 
poseless, unmeaning. It was not an isolated fact, |! upon the members of the House of Representa- 
coming one knows not whence, pointing one knows || tiyes the power to choose their Speaker and other 
not whither. On the contrary, it was a concerted || officers; and the act of Congress of 1789, the first 
acheme, had a congenial origin, and pointed to a |! on the statute-book, provides that he shall be 
re. a/> re : ies . : i | ; ° 2 
desired result. It was a political demonstration chosen; that the oath of office shall be adminis- 
of the very highest significance. It came in a || tered by one member of the House,to the Speaker, 
natural succession of events. It was one of a || and by him to all the members present, and to the 


| by the Clerk of the last Congress. On motion it | 
was resolved, according toimmemorial usage, that | 
the members proceed to elect a Speaker. This 








chain, the threats of disunion in the contingency | 


of Frémont’s election in 1856, made by Demo- 
. cratic leaders, and their subsequent indorsement 
of the lawlessness, crime, and bloodshed which 
prevailed in Kansas, as a result of a like violent, 
arbitrary, reckless, and revolutionary policy on 
the part of the Democratic party, being the im- 


mediate antecedent links; all these developments || 
deep- 


being symptomatic of the loathsome an 
seated disease which has stolen the beauty from 
the life of the Democratic party, and is now de- 
stroying the life. It was a genuine growth; anat- 
ural outcrop; a legitimate and necessary result of 
the ideas and principles lately infused into the 
Democratic party; ideas and principles which 
have completely changed its character, and trans- 
formed it into a mere machine for factionists to 





| Clerk, ‘* previous to entering on any other busi- 
ness.”’? Thus the organization of the House, by 
electing a Speaker and Clerk, is made a condition 

recedent to entering on any other business, and 
is the first and essential step. No member is at 
liberty to disregard this duty. No one can do so 
without infidelity. And all are bound to perform 
it at once; or, failing in that, to use all practicable 
means to effect it at the earliest possible moment. 
No one can be justified in interposing the least 
obstacle to the performance of this duty by the 
House. Tried by this test, how stand the par- 
ties ? 





THE MEANS USED TO KEEP UP DISCORD. 


After one vote for Speaker had been taken with- 
out result, an Administration member introduced 








known to the Constitution and the law, the adop- 
tion of the plurality rule. 

The full force of this will be better understood 
when it is stated that fifty men, thus banded to- 
gether, a unit for purposes of disorganization, 
can, by resorting to the endless chain of dilatory 
motions to adjourn, to adjourn over, to be excused 
from voting, &c., on all which, constantly re- 
peated, they could call the yeas and nays, effect- 
ually and eee the election of a Speaker, 
the passage of a bill, or the transaction of an item 
of legislative business. Such a combination was 
made on the Administration side, and its nature 
and terms, and their purpose to persist in it, 
openly proclaimed upon the floor. This con- 
spiracy contemplated three things: to prevent a 


|| a resolution of an extraordinary character, in vio- 
lation of parliamentary law and practice, and in 
contravention of the act of 1789—a resolution 


vote being taken on the plurality rule; to prevent 
| which, if adopted, would have been inoperative, | 

| 

| 

| 


its adoption; and to prevent the election of a 
Speaker under it. It was made by a minority in 
the House, who, by these anti-constitutional 
methods, a to prevent the majority from 


handle in their war with the Government and the | 
interests of the people. Neither was it the work | 
of unknown or uninfluential men. It was coined 
in the brains of prominent officials, approved by 
the leaders of an organized party, and carried out 





which hence had no practical value and could not 





; ca || in any manner have facilitated the organization; || adopting such rules as would rescue the House 
e syste -nerg ete ation o “a ° : a 5 7 | ° °° 
witl Abe-apehm, ening yy and: dettrmmaation: of | and which was so objectionable in its terms that at || from its condition of embarrassment. It was an 
men in earnest—its marked characteristics, dis- . 


the conference of representatives of the three anti- | 
| Republican elements of the House—the Adminis- | 
| tration party, the South Americans, anda portion | 
of the anti-Lecompton Democrats—held on Sun- 
day, January 8, in pursuance of an arrangement 
publicly made in the House with the avowed pur- 


attempt of a minority to coerce the House into 
their line of policy; to introduce force into our 
system—the last desperate resort of those bent 
on ruining if no longer permitted to rule. 

Let me say that all the Administrationists did not 
enter into this conspiracy. Several, it was stated, 


tinctive features, peculiar nature, striking devel- 
opments, and significantsurroundings constituting 
it one of the most remarkable and suggestive in- 
dications of the day. 





IT STANDS ALONE, 
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In almost all respects, it was without parallel. 
In duration only, was it exceeded by that of 
1855-56, which can, in no other respect, be com- 
pared. Then there was no resort to parliament- 
ary strategy to prevent efforts to elect a Speaker; 
and more votes were taken in one week than, this 
session, were taken in six weeks. There was no 
persistent speech-making for the same purpose; 
there was no factious interposition, by a minority, 
to prevent the majority from performing the first 
duty imposed upon them by the Constitution and 
the laws; there was no defiant declaration of trea- 
sonable purpose to break up the Government the 
moment the administration of it passes from pres- 
ent hands; there was no organized movement 
directed towards a dissolution of the Congress, 
without a discharge of its functions. In one 
word, then, there was no incipient treason. 


ITS NATURE AND EFFECT. 

I have endeavored to view this subject calmly, 
fairly, and impartially. I have looked at it in the 
light of the various excuses by which it is sought 
to justify or palliate the course of the Adminis- 
tration party, and my conviction is firm that, not- 
withstanding the approval given it by high officers 
of State, it was not only in violation of the Con- 
stitution and of parliamentary and statute law, 
but was factious and revolutionary in character. 
During it, there was resort by them to means 
unusual and unheard of; there were purposes 
announced incompatible with the safety of the 

sople, the peaceful performance of duty by their 
hapussetites, and the stability of the Govern- 
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ose of securing a union of their votes to defeat 
Mr. SuerMan, it was unanimously resolved to 
recommend the withdrawal of the resolution, 
and the substitution of another differing much in 
phraseology and spirit. Pending the considera- 
tion of this resolution, the Administration party 
forced the House to adjourn on the first day with- 
out a second vote for Speaker. On the next day, 
a substitute for it was offered, when, after debate, 
it was moved to lay the whole subject on the table, 
that the House might proceed to elect a Speaker. 


members voting in the negative. Thereupon, they 
claimed unlimited freedom of debate, and denied 
that there was any power in the body to stop it. 
Points of order, and other complications of the 
question, were made and withdrawn, as the exigen- 
cies of debate suggested. They spent whole weeks 
in making mischievous and incendiary speeches, 
which, intemperate in the highest degree, carica- 
tured the principles held by this side of the House, 
and were intended to arouse sectional animosities, 
and intensify alarm, that miserable partisan pur- 
poses might be promoted. They objected toa 
resolution proposed by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Mentas,) that no debate be allowed 
until after the election of Speaker. They refused 
to make an arrangement for having at least one 
vote.for Speaker each day; again, they objected 
to’ @resolution providing for three votes daily; and 
for a time they even turned a deaf ear to the fecl- 
ing appeal of the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. 
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long sessions, desired a settled understanding on 


This was lost by a tie vote—all the Administration | 
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C.emens,} who, in feeble health and wearied wih | 


refused to do it; and it was further stated that no 
northwestern Democrat had signed it. I have no 
doubt this is true. More might have been said— 
that no northern Democrat had taken this bold 
step. But Ido not recollecta single occasion, after 
it became known that this factious and revolu- 
tionary combination existed, on which any of the 
northern Democracy refused to vote under the 
leadership of the very gentlemen who admitted 
the existence of the compact, and were in the act 
of fulfilling it. 

It must not be understoed that the Administra- 
tion party refused to permit any votes for Speaker 
to be taken. They were too sagacious for that. 
When it was known to be safe, they were willing 
to amuse themselves, flatter each other with cheap 
compliments, and, above all, satisfy the country, 
as the phrase goes. During the first week, they 
stswt three votes to be taken; during the sec- 
ond, seven; during the third, when there were 
hopes ofan Administration combination with other 

ties, eleven; during the fourth, when these 
opes had disappeared, three; during the fifth, 
five; during the sixth, five; during the seventh, 
none; during the eighth, five; and during the ninth, 
five; in all, forty-four votesin forty days of actual 
session. In 1855, there were over one hundred 
and thirty votes taken in the same period. 

Of course, only factious means could have pro- 
duced such results. When the contest was in its 
earlier stages, and before the worst steps were 
taken, the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss} 
admitted that the prevention of votes, raising friv- 
olous points of order, making dilatory motions, 
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